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Friday, 4 July, 2008

VICTORIA DRIVES NATIONAL ACTION ON SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS AND ACCESS TO PUBLIC BUILDINGS
The Building Ministers’ Forum held in Canberra today agreed on a greater focus to improve both energy efficiency standards for residential buildings and access provisions for public buildings.

Planning Minister, Justin Madden, led the call saying the Brumby Government was taking action and leading the way nationally on energy efficient homes and buildings.

“I’ve called for the Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB) to works towards setting more ambitious minimum energy efficiency requirements for buildings,” Mr Madden said.

“The Brumby Government takes the issue of climate change seriously and we should work toward a broad national approach.”

Mr Madden also called on the Federal Government to take action on the ABCB Disability Standard for Access to Premises for commercial and public buildings.

“This important issue affects the lives of all Australians,” he said. 

“A resolution by the Federal Government will mean the Building Code of Australia can align with the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, providing clarity for Registered Building Practitioners, and most importantly of all access to public buildings for one in five Australians that currently have accessibility issues.”

Mr Madden said the issue affected more than disabled people, but with an ageing population and people choosing to “age in place” a national consistency was necessary.

The Building Ministers’ Forum was also asked to consider the adoption of a National Accreditation Framework for building certification.  Victoria gave in-principle support to this initiative.

“Victoria is currently adopting a two-tiered registration system for building surveyors through legislative change that is consistent with the National Accreditation Framework,” he said. 

This initiative is will increase the number of building surveyors in Victoria and address skills shortages particularly in regional Victoria.
Yesterday’s COAG meeting also agreed to develop a National Construction Code on building, plumbing, electrical and telecommunications standards.  A working group has been established and will report back to COAG in October. 

The Building Ministers’ Forum is established under the Inter-Governmental Agreement between the states, territories and Commonwealth to discuss building control matters that affect Australia.
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