[image: image1.png]



Media Release

From the Building Commission 
16 April 2010


Rural Victoria continues strong building permit growth

Led by continuing strong growth in Rural Victoria, building permit activity in the State in the financial year to the end of February 2010 reached $15.6 billion – a jump of 21 per cent on the same period in the previous financial year.

Rural Victoria recorded a robust 45 per cent growth in building permit activity in the first eight months of the financial year, while Metropolitan Melbourne increased by 15 per cent.

Releasing the Building Commission’s pulse building permit activity data, the Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, said that the North East region recorded the State’s highest growth - 75 per cent above the same period last year - followed by North West, 66 per cent and Gippsland, 38 per cent.

“Domestic (housing) building permit activity grew by 28 per cent, Public Building surged 179 per cent and Hospital/Healthcare leapt 143 per cent compared with the same period last financial year,” Mr Arnel said.

By region, building permit figures for the current financial year to the end of February 2010 compared with the same period last financial year show:

· Inner Melbourne decreased 2 per cent to $5.8 billion 

· Outer Melbourne increased 38 per cent to $6.0 billion

· Gippsland grew 38 per cent to $717.7 million

· North Central rose 35 per cent to $699.7 million

· North East surged 75 per cent to $639.0 million

· North West jumped 66 per cent to $651.5 million

· South West climbed 32 per cent to $1.1 billion.

By building use, building permit figures for the current financial year to end of February 2010 compared with the same period last financial year show:

· Domestic (housing) increased 28 per cent to $8.3 billion

· Residential (including high rise) declined 7 per cent to $1.1 billion

· Commercial fell 34 per cent to $1.8 billion

· Retail decreased 28 per cent to $773.9 million

· Industrial rose 26 per cent to $236.7 million

· Hospital/healthcare leapt 143 per cent to $572.9 million

· Public buildings surged 179 per cent to $2.9 billion.

The Building Commission’s latest pulse data included building permit activity for the month of February 2010, which showed an increase of 29 per cent compared with the same month in 2009. 

At $2 billion, it was the highest February building permit activity on record.

Mr Arnel said February 2010 building permit activity was strong, with a total of 9,730 building permits issued.

“In keeping with the current year-to-date building permit activity, Rural Victoria performed strongly in February 2010, with permit activity rising 44 per cent over the same month last year.” 

ENDS

The Building Commission collects Victorian building information monthly from building surveyors who provide details of building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information.

For more information on building statistics or to interview the Deputy Building Commissioner, call Chelsea Toomey on 9618 9296, or visit the Building Commission’s pulse website at www.pulse.buildingcommission.com.au. For further information visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 

