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     Media release

                                 From the Minister for Planning

Thursday, 16 September, 2010
RECORD YEAR FOR BUILDING, PLUMBING INDUSTRY COMMISSIONS
The plumbing and building industries had a record breaking year with building activity reaching $23.9 billion - the highest ever amount recorded - and investment in professional development helping attract and retain more qualified practitioners.

Tabling the Building Commission and the Plumbing Commission annual reports, Planning Minister Justin Madden said the Building Commission’s total income increased $3.5 million in 2009-10 mainly due to an increase in the general building permit levy and the Building Advice and Conciliation Victoria levy. 
He said the Plumbing Industry Commission’s total income increased 16 per cent compared with the 2008-09 financial year due to an increase in Compliance Certificate sales revenue and increased registration and licence fees. 

“The Building Commission’s net result of a $1.2 million surplus was up $2 million from the previous financial year’s deficit,” Mr Madden said. 

Mr Madden said bushfire rebuilding efforts had continued over the past financial year with significant communication and education programs for both practitioners and consumers. 

“The Building Commission worked closely with the Victorian Bushfire Reconstruction and Recovery Authority, industry stakeholders and manufacturers, as well as the fire authorities and the Australian Building Codes Board,” Mr Madden said.

“The work undertaken was diverse, from amendments to the building regulations, to one-on-one expert advice to bushfire affected families, to action on private bushfire shelters.

“The Building Commission also had significant interaction with the Victorian Bushfire Royal Commission, including testimony and responding to recommendations made in the Interim Report.”

Mr Madden said highlights from the annual reports included:
· Significant investments in green initiatives in the last financial year by the Plumbing Industry Commission, including the PlumbSmarter initiative;
· Amendments to the Building Act to strengthen penalties for non-compliance;

· Co-location of the Building Commission and Plumbing Industry Commission to their new home in the Goods Shed North in December 2009, saving $4 million over 15 years from a net present cost perspective;
· Introduction of the Plumbing Industry Training Awards to encourage post apprenticeship professional development;
· Record growth in the professional development in the building industry with participation in development programs leaping 241 per cent; and 
· Positive engagement with stakeholders to maintain momentum for a sustainable built environment.
“Overall the Commissions have had a very successful year, assisting the Victorian building and plumbing industries in the face of the global financial crisis,” Mr Madden said.
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