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Media Release
From the Building Commission and Plumbing Industry Commission
15 July 2010
BUILDING AND PLUMBING PENALTIES TO INCREASE

New heavy maximum penalties for certain building and plumbing offences come into force from 16 July, Building and Plumbing Industry Commissioner Tony Arnel announced today.

Mr Arnel said the new penalties, which come into effect after amendments to the Building Act were passed in Parliament, had been designed to ensure the effective operation of the building and plumbing industries and to protect consumers against non-compliance.

For the most serious offences, the maximum penalty imposed for an individual has 
increased from 100 penalty units ($11,945) to 500 penalty units ($59,725). For a body 
corporate the maximum penalty has increased to 2,500 penalty units ($298,625) from 500 penalty units ($59,725).
The increases in the maximum penalties for offences committed under the Act convey a strong message to the community that the government considers offences under the Act to be a serious matter.

“Victoria has one of the best building industries in the country, demonstrated by our continued strong growth despite the economic climate,” Mr Arnel said.  
“The majority of our building and plumbing practitioners do the right thing. However, there have been instances where a small number of practitioners have committed major breaches of the Building Act.

“Increased penalties will improve the effective operation of the building sector by increasing compliance with building and occupancy permit requirements and notification requirements of relevant parties such as owners, private and municipal building surveyors of building work.”

The review of maximum penalties will also deter non-compliance by a minority of people who engage in unprofessional behaviour or misconduct. This will raise building standards and improve the reputation of the building and plumbing industries as well as raise consumer confidence.

“Apart from providing more protection for consumers and the community these stronger deterrents will also ensure the fundamental safety of buildings,” Mr Arnel said.
There are also some minor technical amendments to the Building Act to clarify the registration and licensing of plumbers in classes of specialised plumbing work, which will commence at a later date.
For further information please contact Chelsea Toomey, Marketing and Public Relations Officer (03) 9618 9296.

