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Window solutions for use in the highest Bushfire Attack Levels BAL-FZ 
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Victorians in BAL-FZ, the highest bushfire attack level under the Australian Standard for building in bushfire-prone areas, now have a window available.

The Building Commission announced today that a combined window and screen system manufactured for use in BAL-FZ, has been released onto the market that meets the criteria of a system tested by the Building Commission to the Australian Standard, AS 1530.8.2.

Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said the window and screen system was developed based on research design criteria published by the Building Commission.

“The system was reviewed by a consultant fire safety and risk engineer whose report indicates that the screen, in combination with a window with specified properties, meets the technical requirements identified as safe for use in BAL-FZ by the Commission’s research,” he said.

“Importantly this also means that building surveyors may approve window systems using the consultant engineer’s report as expert opinion to meet the Regulations.”
Mr Arnel said the Commission anticipated several manufacturers will meet the design criteria to meet the building regulations. 

“The technical specifications of the design criteria were made available to window and screen manufacturers late last year. It is promising that in a short timeframe we have already seen one window and screen system meet the requirements and come to market,” he said.
The Building Commission has worked hard to see this final product come to market for the highest level of bushfire attack. It conducted a series of fire tests several months ago that confirmed systems could protect windows for use in BAL-FZ. 

The Commission engaged industry participants to manufacture windows and screens to its specifications.

Mr Arnel said that the Commission appreciated the collaboration of the fire experts and all of the product manufacturers involved in the fire tests. 
“The products that met the Commission’s design criteria had to withstand the harshest of bushfire conditions,” he emphasised.

“Importantly, these and many other products that meet the Regulations and, better protect homes from bushfire attack, even on sites assessed at the most extreme of bushfire attack levels, are now available.”
“I can assure Victorians that the Building Commission will continue testing other combinations of products to broaden the scope of solutions and product choice for windows and screens for use in BAL-FZ.”
Further information about the window and screen system can be found at www.wildfireprotection.com.au 
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