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      Media release

From the Minister for Planning 

Friday, 24 February 2006 
COMMONWEALTH MUST SUPPORT NATIONAL HOME ENERGY RATING 
The Federal Government needs to stop stonewalling and get behind the national 5-Star energy efficiency standard for new homes if it is serious about reining in Australia’s runaway greenhouse emissions from energy use, the Minister for Planning, Rob Hulls, said today. 

“The Federal Government wants Australians and the world to believe it is doing everything possible to curb energy use and reduce greenhouse emissions, yet it is opposing this important standard that already has wide industry and popular support,” Mr Hulls said.

National energy efficiency measures under the Building Code of Australia will be introduced on 1 May 2006. Mr Hulls said most of Australia’s State and Territory building administrations, such as the Victorian Building Commission, supported the Australian Building Codes Board’s decision to implement the 5 Star energy efficiency standard nationally.

He said the board’s support followed the Bracks Government’s success in introducing the 5 Star energy efficiency standard during 2004 as part of its commitment to take immediate and positive steps to curb energy usage and greenhouse gas emissions.

“I am perplexed that members of the Federal Government are still debating whether a national 5 Star standard is the right thing environmentally, economically and socially for Australia,” Mr Hulls said.

“The independent research has been done and it proves, beyond a doubt, that implementing 5 Star is good for the environment, the economy and consumers.”

“Feedback from residents of 5 Star homes indicates that many new homeowners are so impressed that they want to live in homes that go beyond the minimum regulatory standards.  Yet the Federal Government continues to drag its heels.” 
The Victorian Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, is also a strong supporter of the 5 Star standard. 

“The evidence is there: since the standard was introduced in Victoria in July 2004, residents of new homes and apartments are using up to 25 per cent less water and 50 per cent less energy for heating and cooling compared with the average 2 Star home built before then,” Mr Arnel said.
“Furthermore, the 5 Star standard only adds on average 2 per cent to the price of building a new home, while the environmental and social savings are considerable.”
Mr Hulls urged his State and Territory colleagues not to give into misinformed opinion.
“Australia has waited long enough to get serious about climate change.  The building sector has a responsibility to curb the energy consumed in this country.  It cannot afford to be undermined by the Federal Government’s lack of support,” Mr Hulls said.

“The benefits of 5 Star energy-efficient homes are substantial.  In Victoria alone, building 5 Star homes is the equivalent of removing 150,000 cars from the road over five years – 600,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide.

“It is time for the Federal Government to listen to the facts and not the biased opinions of a few narrow pressure groups,” Mr Hulls said.
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