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EXTENSION OF 5 STAR EXEMPTION FOR TIMBER-FLOOR HOUSES 
The transitional 5-Star provisions for new houses with timber-floor construction will be extended until 30 April 2007, the Minister for Planning, Rob Hulls, announced today.
Mr Hulls said the 12-month extension would allow sufficient time for the building industry to adopt the AccuRate system. AccuRate is an improved 5 Star rating system that provides more design options for compliance, particularly for timber-floored housing, 
“The Government has listened to the industry’s needs,” Mr Hulls said. “Extending the transitional arrangements for this type of home design allows builders time to achieve the full 5-Star standard.”.

Mr Hulls said the transition was consistent with the flexibility of the 5-Star standard. “While 5-Star is compulsory for new homes in Victoria, it is a flexible regulation with a range of options available to meet the standard. 
“Homes with a timber floor construction will continue to have the option of meeting either a 5-Star energy rating, or a 4-Star energy rating plus either a solar hot water system or a rainwater tank for sanitary flushing.  
“The extension recognises that for new homes with timber floor construction, some builders and industry suppliers require a little more time,” Mr Hulls said.

The Bracks Government is also looking at enhancing the effectiveness of the 5 Star Standard for new homes, as a result of the recently published Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission (VCEC) report.  

Mr Hulls said the Government would soon start work on a second generation of 5-Star, with more flexibility and an even wider range of compliance options for consumers and builders in line with the VCEC report’s recommendations.

“Within five years, Victoria’s 5-Star homes will reduce annual greenhouse gas emissions by more than 600,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide, the equivalent to taking 150,000 cars off the road – and these savings will grow by almost 40,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide each year.

“These energy savings will deliver cost savings of up to $40 million within five years,” he said.

Mr Hulls said that regulatory flexibility for meeting the 5-Star standard remained high on the Government’s agenda for the benefit of the building industry and all Victorians. 
�








Media contact:  Claire Miller  9651 5799, 0409 509 677   www.vic.gov.au

