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EDUCATION KEEPS VICTORIAN BUILDERS AHEAD OF THE PACK

The Building Commission last night recognised four Victorians working in the building industry for their commitment to Continuing Professional Development (CPD). 

Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said that CPD was a necessity for practitioners seeking success in the Victorian building industry. 
“In this day and age people cannot expect to get ahead in any industry without hard work, perseverance and a commitment to expanding their knowledge through lifetime learning,”
Mr Arnel said. 
“The Building Commission coordinates CPD Awards every year to recognise those individuals who are working to improve their business and deliver better outcomes for consumers.”

CPD points can be earned by completing training activities, which can be undertaken with approved CPD providers. On average, eighty percent of practitioners undertake CPD activities and the majority view it as highly important to their work. 
There are four CPD Awards: 12-Point CPD Excellence Award; 15-Point CPD Excellence Award; 5 Star Sustainability; and CPD Provider of the Year. This year there were a total of 19 finalists. 
The 2009 CPD Award winners were:

· 12-Point CPD Excellence Award: Rod Dawson, Domestic Builder Unlimited.

· 15-Point CPD Excellence Award: tie between Chris Watson, Building Surveyor Unlimited and Jason Laity, Draftsperson (Interior Design).

· 5 Star Sustainability Award: Mike Mettes, Draftsperson (Architectural Design) and Building Surveyor Unlimited. 
· CPD Provider of the Year: Master Builders Association of Victoria. 

“All the winners have demonstrated a strong commitment to CPD and as a result their workplaces have benefited and in some cases have also positively impacted their community,” Mr Arnel said. 
“Congratulations to all the winners, they took their learning in 2009 to a whole new level and have been recognised accordingly.”
Nominations for the 2010 CPD Awards will open towards the end of this year, giving practitioners plenty of time to earn CPD points. 


ENDS

For further information about the 2009 CPD winners please contact Chelsea Toomey, Marketing and Public Relations Officer, Building Commission on (03) 9618 9296. 

