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Safer and more sustainable buildings

Building Commission Tony Arnel announced that due to changes coming into effect in Building Code of Australia (BCA) 2010 today, Victoria’s buildings would be safer and more energy efficient.

Mr Arnel said the Building Code of Australia (BCA) plays an integral role in ensuring that Victoria’s buildings are healthy, safe, habitable and sustainable in a cost-effective way. 

“The changes adopted in the BCA 2010 today will improve the quality of building work and enhance the amenity, safety and sustainability of Victoria’s buildings,” he said. 

Mr Arnel added that a significant level of stakeholder feedback on current issues facing the building industry has been taken into account, such as increased sustainability in the built environment. “Changes to Section J of the BCA 2010 that come into effect today accommodate new energy provisions that are intended to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in commercial buildings. 

“In keeping with this, the performance requirement requires buildings services to use energy from a renewable source or a low greenhouse gas intensity. 

“There are many minor changes to Section J. Overall they are more stringent, such as increased thermal performance, a number of measures to reduce air leakage, and further efficiencies, such as increased energy efficiency ratings for air conditioners,” he said.

Mr Arnel said that improvements to safety were also apparent in the BCA 2010, such as changes to swimming pool building regulations.

“Drowning remains a concern for the safety of children under the age of five,” he said.

“Changes in the BCA 2010 relating to swimming pool barriers are designed to address this by restricting access to a pool area from a home.”  

From today, all new swimming pools will not be able to have access to pool areas via doors. The changes outlaw the use of doors of a dwelling being part of a safety barrier and include new requirements for non-climbable zones.

Mr Arnel said that both the ABCB and the Victorian Building Commission had been working hard to ensure that the building industry was prepared for the changes and knowledgeable about the building practices required.

“The ABCB held seminars at the end of April, while the Building Commission conducted a seminar series across the State in April and May.  

For further changes, please see “list of amendments BCA 2010” provided by the Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB).

