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      Media release

                     From the Ministers for Planning and Environment

Monday 1 May, 2006
COMMERCIAL BUILDING SECTOR LIFTS LID ON GREENHOUSE 
Victoria’s greenhouse emissions from the commercial building sector will be reduced up to 25 per cent under national energy efficiency measures that come into force today.

The Minister for Planning, Rob Hulls, said commercial and public buildings would be required to achieve minimum energy efficiency levels under the new national standard.

“This new national standard will provide significant savings for owners and occupiers as well as the environment,” Mr Hulls said.

“Over the next 10 years, Victorian owners and occupiers stand to save around $975 million through reduced energy use and construction costs associated with heating, ventilation and cooling. 

“Yet by comparison, the cost to implement these measures is estimated at $177 million – an average increase in construction costs of just 0.6 per cent.

“During the same period, Victoria alone will save around five million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions – equivalent to removing more than one million cars from local roads,” Mr Hulls said.

The Environment Minister, John Thwaites, said introducing national energy measures for the commercial building sector was an important step in reducing Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

“Without regulation, greenhouse gas emissions from the operation of commercial buildings are projected to increase by a staggering 94 per cent from 1990-2010,” Mr Thwaites said..

“There’s no doubt the commercial building sector energy measures will provide significant savings for the environment. Combined with the 5-Star standard for new houses, Victoria is playing a key role in reducing our buildings’ impact on the environment. 

“This initiative shows we’re taking climate change seriously and taking major steps to reduce Australia’s impact on the environment and our escalating greenhouse pollution.”

Mr Thwaites said Victoria fully supported minimum energy performance standards for commercial buildings and would work to raise the bar with industry.

The energy efficiency measures, introduced through the Building Code of Australia (BCA) 2006, apply to all new commercial and public buildings, as well as any buildings being refurbished, altered or extended.

The BCA 2006 measures require commercial and public buildings to achieve minimum levels of energy-efficiency through performance-based provisions.

The measures are designed to reduce the use of artificial heating and cooling, improve the energy performance of lighting, conditioning and ventilation, and reduce energy loss through air leakage.

Further information about the requirements for the new energy efficiency measures for commercial and public buildings is available at http://www.buildingcommission.com.au. 
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