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$1.5 BILLION NOVEMBER FOR VICTORIAN BUILDING INDUSTRY 

November 2006 was another strong month for Victoria’s building industry, with Building Commission pulse figures revealing monthly building permit activity totalling $1.5 billion, holding firm in comparison with November 2005.  

Commenting on the figures, Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel said the state’s building industry had topped the billion dollar mark yet again, with rural building permit activity particularly high. 

“While building permit activity for November totalled $1.5 billion, the real story to emerge from the monthly figures is the strong performance of the rural building permit activity, which rose by 9.7 per cent,” Mr Arnel said. 
“The North West, North Central and North East regions were the real success stories for November 2006, with increases in building permit activity of 30.4 per cent, 18.3 per cent and 14.3 per cent respectively, in comparison with November 2005. 
“These figures also suggest that Victorians are continuing to recognise the attractiveness of living and working in provincial Victoria,” he said.
November 2006 saw three of the seven building categories experience growth, in comparison with the same period last year: 

Compared to the same time last year, November 2006 building permit figures reveal: 

· Domestic building rose by 10.5 per cent to $807.5 million

· Residential building jumped 11.8 per cent to $116.6 million

· Commercial building eased 1 per cent to $282.4 million

· Retail dropped 51.6 per cent to $66.1 million

· Industrial declined 20.6 per cent to $23.5 million

· Hospital/Health-care dropped 51.1 per cent to $36.1 million

· Public buildings leapt 21.4 per cent to $126.3 million.

The November 2006 figures bring total building permit activity for the calendar year-to-date to an impressive $15.4 billion, 8.2 per cent higher than the previous corresponding period. 

Major building permits approved for November 2006 included some large commercial staged developments, including: 

· A commercial development in Melbourne valued at $35 million

· A commercial/residential development in South Yarra worth $20 million
· A commercial construction in Hawthorn valued at $17.9 million
“The performance of the domestic and residential sectors is particularly pleasing. This is great news for Victorians, both in the cities and in the regional areas and is a sure sign that the building industry is meeting the needs of Victorians right around the state,” he said.

Building permits by region (value $) 

	
	Nov 2005

$million
	Nov 2006

$million
	Change

%

	Inner Melbourne
	$504.5
	$560.0
	11.0

	Outer Melbourne
	$630.1
	$537.0
	-14.8

	Total Metropolitan
	$1,134.6
	$1,097.0
	-3.3

	South West
	$105.0
	$99.9
	-4.8

	North West
	$50.9
	$66.3
	30.4

	North Central
	$54.6
	$64.6
	18.3

	North East
	$56.1
	$64.1
	14.3

	Gippsland
	$63.0
	$66.6
	5.7

	Total Rural
	$329.5
	$361.5
	9.7

	Total Victoria
	$1,464.1
	$1,458.5
	-0.4


Top ten municipalities by value (November 2006)

	Municipality
	Value ($’000)

	1. Melbourne
	$146,321

	2. Casey
	$58,094

	3. Wyndham
	$56,589

	4. Stonnington
	$56,322

	5. Boroondara
	$56,270

	6. Brimbank
	$53,324

	7. Greater Geelong
	$51,108

	8. Mornington
	$45,319

	9. Greater Dandenong
	$44,269

	10. Port Phillip
	$42,411


For more information on building statistics, visit the Building Commission’s pulse° at www.buildingcommission.com.au/pulse.
The Building Commission collects Victorian building information, monthly from building surveyors, who provide details of the building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information.
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