Private Bushfire Shelters - important information

Building Regulations Advisory Committee (BRAC) Accreditation 
and Building Appeals Board (BAB) first choice for private building surveyors

In clarification of statements made yesterday by the Australian Institute of Building Surveyors (AIBS) that they will refuse Fire Bunker Permits.

The Acting Building Commissioner, Ms Sarah McCann-Bartlett says “The Building Commission is taking action to clarify the mixed messages given by the AIBS in their media release of 19 November 2009.  

The AIBS is advising its members to look for BRAC accreditation or a BAB determination.  

This will immediately provide the necessary evidence to be able to sign off on a building permit for a private bushfire shelter.  The AIBS have assured us that this was their intention” Ms McCann-Bartlett said.

According to AIBS Victorian Chapter President Peter Jolly in the media release of 19 November 2009, “The AIBS recommendation to its members is that in cases where a building permit application is received for a private bushfire shelter, the building surveyor in receipt of the application should only issue a permit when the design of the bushfire shelter is covered by an accreditation issued by the Building Regulations Advisory Committee or a determination of the Building Appeals Board under s160A of the Building Act 1993 stating that the design complies with the requirements of the building regulations.”

The Building Commission believes that the AIBS counsels against building surveyor reliance on designs that have only been certified by another building practitioner albeit a fire safety engineer, in these early days.  Of course, planning permit requirements and site specific input may impact on the decision. Like any private individual business, building surveyors can decide not to take on a particular application for a building permit.  

“It is paramount that we help those affected by bushfire activity and wanting to have a place of last resort like a private bushfire shelter.  Building surveyors will assist in this process, and not disadvantage or delay an applicant in the building permit process.”  Sarah McCann-Bartlett concluded.
