[image: image1.png]x
x X

¥

Victoria
The Place To Be



      Media release

                     From the Minister for Planning FILLIN “Type in Ministers Title and Name” /d 

Thursday, 10 August 2006
HIGHEST EVER BUILDING YEAR FOR RURAL VICTORIA 
Almost $4 billion worth of building permits were issued in rural Victoria in 2005-06, breaking all records, the Minister for Planning, Rob Hulls, announced today.

The record result of $3.9 million was 0.6 per cent higher than in 2004-05, when a total of $3.88 billion building permits were registered.

Across the whole state, a total of $15.6 billion worth of permits were approved – the third $15 billion year for Victoria in a row. 
“Results like these are extremely positive,” Mr Hulls said. “They are a credit to the strength of the building industry and the work being done to promote provincial Victoria as a great place to live, work and raise a family. 

“The fact that areas such as Greater Geelong, – which registered the fourth-highest figures in the state – and Greater Bendigo and Surf Coast have figured so prominently is a great achievement.

“These terrific results in rural Victoria demonstrate how Victorians are embracing the regions as top places for urban development and growth,” he said. 
The top 10 rural municipalities by value of building work in 2005/06 were:

Municipality
$ million
% Change

1. Greater Geelong
$606
-3.6 per cent (4th in Victoria)

2. Greater Bendigo
$350
42.7 per cent

3. Surf Coast
$249
25.3 per cent

4. Ballarat
$233
0.1 per cent

5. Mildura
$180
22.4 per cent

6. Greater Shepparton
$135
-3.4 per cent

7. La Trobe
$119
-38.5 per cent

8. East Gippsland
$119
-4.4 per cent

9. Baw Baw
$108
-12.3 per cent

10. Macedon Ranges
$104
1.1 per cent

The Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, said that the record-breaking rural building permit approval figures were a great outcome. “The regions have maintained a high level of building activity during the 2005/06 financial year which is an excellent sign,” he said.

For more information on building statistics, visit the Building Commission’s Pulse at www.buildingcommission.com.au/pulse
The Building Commission collects Victorian building information, monthly from building surveyors, who provide details of the building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information.
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