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ANOTHER $15 BILLION YEAR FOR THE BUILDING INDUSTRY
Victorian building has topped the $15 billion dollar mark for the second consecutive year, Building Commission’s Pulse building statistics have revealed. 
Commenting on the 2005 calendar year figures, Minister for Planning, Rob Hulls, paid tribute to the Victorian building industry and praised the consistently high levels of building permit activity throughout the year.  

“Building activity for the month of December 2005 totalled $1.1 billion, producing the State’s 11th consecutive month above $1 billion, which is testimony that the Victorian building industry is robust,” Mr Hulls said.

“Another $15 billion year is great news for the building industry and great news for Victoria. There were many who believed that a second $15 billion year was unlikely. With 11 consecutive billion dollar months and a $15.3 billion total, I am pleased to report that this was not the case,” he said. 

Compared to 2004, 2005 calendar year building figures reveal:  

· Domestic eased by 1.5 per cent to $8.6 billion

· Residential rose 6.3 per cent to $1.3 billion 

· Commercial declined 7.5 per cent to $2.6 billion

· Retail increased 5.9 per cent to $1 billion

· Industrial jumped 12.4 per cent to $0.4 billion

· Hospital/health-care declined 6.9 per cent to $0.4 billion; and

· Public buildings dropped 16.4 per cent to $1 billion.
Mr Hulls was also extremely pleased with the calendar year performance of rural Victoria, which recorded its highest ever total of $3.8 billion. He also highlighted the rural contribution to overall building permit activity, which grew from 23.9 per cent in 2004 to 24.7 per cent in 2005.
“In a regional sense, we’ve seen rural building activity contribute greatly to overall permit levels in 2005. The North Central and North West regions, in particular, have produced enormous results, in keeping with the strong performance of municipalities, such as Bendigo and Mildura.”
Top ten metropolitan municipalities for the 2005 calendar year included:

1. 
Melbourne - $1,735.6 million

2.
Wyndham - $647 million
3. 
Casey - $640.5 million
4. 
Mornington - $567.8 million
5. 
Hume - $546.7 million
6. 
Port Phillip - $537.7 million 
7. 
Boroondara - $469.3 million
8. 
Monash - $453.8 million
9. 
Melton - $453.5 million
10. 
Whittlesea - $448.9 million
Top ten rural municipalities for the 2005 calendar year included:

1. 
Greater Geelong - $567.5 million
2. 
Greater Bendigo - $348.1 million
3. 
Ballarat - $242.8 million
4. 
Surf Coast - $190.7 million
5.
Mildura - $166.5 million
6. 
Bass Coast - $153.7 million
7. 
LaTrobe - $142.7 million
8. 
Greater Shepparton - $141.4 million
9. 
East Gippsland - $120.7 million
10. 
Baw Baw - $115.3 million
Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel said the December 2005 figures were satisfying and had helped the calendar year figure eclipse the $15 billion mark for the second year in a row. 

“With building activity once again exceeding $1 billion for the month of December, we can reflect on an excellent year where the industry managed to hold firm, despite predictions to the contrary,” he said.
Mr Arnel also paid tribute to Melbourne’s high-performing municipalities, highlighting Whittlesea, Port Phillip and Hume, which experienced growth of 56.7 per cent, 15.9 per cent and 15.3 per cent respectively. He was quick to praise the rural municipalities of Greater Bendigo, Mildura and Greater Shepparton, which grew by 47.2 per cent, 39 per cent and 19.8 per cent respectively.  

“It is also encouraging to see our municipalities performing so well, in particular Whittlesea in the metropolitan area, and in the rural sector, Greater Bendigo, Mildura and Shepparton.  

“These municipalities have played a major role in the industry’s continued strong performance over the past 12 months and should be acknowledged for their outstanding contribution,” he said. 
“There is little doubt that the performance of the industry in 2005 has provided us with a solid basis from which to launch into 2006,” Mr Arnel said. 
BUILDING PERMIT STATISTICS IN DETAIL

Month

2003


2004


2005
January
$783 million

$1,009 million

$834 million
February
$1,104 million

$1,205 million

$1,133 million
March

$1,021 million

$1,417 million

$1,254 million
April

$1,315 million

$1,262 million

$1,273 million
May

$1,297 million

$1,408 million

$1,466 million


June

$1,238 million

$1,294 million

$1,608 million
July

$1,263 million

$1,548 million

$1,273 million
August

$1,235 million

$1,370 million

$1,297 million
September
$1,303 million

$1,321 million

$1,297 million


October
$1,369 million

$1,278 million

$1,313 million
November
$1,265 million

$1,364 million

$1,464 million


December
$1,244 million 
$1,199 million 
$1,076 million 
Total

$14.4 billion 

$15.7 billion

$15.3 billion
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