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Kit homes – complete survival kit

Kit homes are becoming increasingly popular in Australia, due to the improved quality of pre-fabricated factory-built homes and the large variety of designs now available.

Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said kit homes are particularly attractive in regional areas, where traditional building can sometimes involve long lead times and higher prices due to the tyranny of distance. 

“Pre-fabricated housing is a large industry in Australia. Buying and building a kit home can be an affordable and quick housing option for many homeowners,” said Mr Arnel.   

Kit homes are generally purpose-built and can be supplied in a range of pre-built stages, from simple pre-cut materials ready to build, to fully assembled homes ready to place on-site. 
Mr Arnel said that while kit homes provide a range of cost-effective options, they can vary greatly in quality and that the same building regulations apply to kit homes as to any other type of home.
“Anyone interested in purchasing a kit home should ensure they use a reputable supplier and research the building and planning requirements for their particular region,” he said.

“For instance, many regional areas in Victoria are designated termite areas and/or bushfire prone. This means that all homes built in these areas, including kit homes, must be built with materials that meet fire safety standards, such as the use of metal flyscreens, and include a termite management system, such as chemical sprays or physical barriers like a concrete slab. Contacting your local municipal building surveyor should be the first step in purchasing any kit home. 

“Homeowners also need to ensure that their kit home meets Victorian building regulations, such as the energy and water saving requirements of the 5 Star standard,” he added.
Things to consider when building a kit home
Permits and paperwork 
· In many cases a kit home will require a planning permit from your local council prior to any building permit being issued

· A building permit is necessary to build any kit home. If a permit is not obtained prior to installing a kit home, the owner is considered to be undertaking illegal building work and may be subject to hefty fines
· You can check if the supplier will obtain the necessary planning and/or building permit approvals on your behalf
· You should also check with your local council, or building surveyor, about any necessary soil testing, foundation engineering or protection of adjoining property that may be required prior to building
· If you are in a remote regional area not serviced by reticulated sewerage and water systems, you should investigate any requirements for septic tanks, rainwater tanks and electricity connection
Purchasing a kit home
· When looking for a kit home make sure you know about any geographic hazards that require particular building materials to be used in your region, such as fire safety, termite management, snow loads or flooding
· Ensure you buy your kit home from a reputable business

· Ask to see an energy rating for your kit home, to ensure it meets the 5 Star standard (this is also a requirement to obtain a building permit)

· Make sure you are clear on what is and isn’t included in the price of your kit home.

Getting you kit home installed
· Kit homes can be installed in two ways: by carrying out the building work yourself as an owner-builder or by using a Registered Building Practitioner (either through the supplier or you can appoint your own)
· If you plan to carry the work out as an owner-builder you must obtain a Certificate of Consent from the Building Practitioners Board, in order to obtain a building permit

· A Certificate of Consent application will cost $75 and can be downloaded at www.buildingcommission.com.au 

· If you use a builder to install your kit home, the builder must be a Registered Building Practitioner and must enter into a domestic building contract with you. A registered builder has the correct warranty insurance, qualifications and skills to undertake the building work. You can check if your builder is registered by visiting www.buildingcommission.com.au 
· It is illegal for an unregistered builder to install your kit home. If your supplier offers an installation service, make sure you check the builder is registered. Using an unregistered builder means your home is not covered by domestic building insurance and if things go wrong you may have limited legal recourse
· You will also need to use licensed tradespeople, such as plumbers and electricians, to complete the installation
Handing over the keys
· Once your kit home is finalised and all relevant inspections complete, an Occupancy Permit is issued ensuring that the structure is suitable for occupation  

· A handover from builder to owner follows and is the time to review the domestic building contract to ensure that all work, fittings and extras agreed to initially are complete and any concerns over the quality of the workmanship (faults etc) are addressed

For further information contact Kate Volard Building Commission on 9285 6474 www.buildingcommission.com.au

