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Media Release
From the Building Commissioner
17 February 2010
BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY FOR 2009 REACHES NEW HEIGHTS 


The Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, today said building permit activity in Victoria reached new heights in 2009, with a record 105,568 permits valued at $21.4 billion. 

The results are 6 per cent and 3 per cent higher than 2008’s record $20.2 billion for 102,618 building permits. The previous highest number of building permits issued in a calendar year was 105,377 in 2003. 

The number of building permits for Domestic building use (housing) exceeded 88,000, making up the bulk of all permits issued in 2009. The value of these permits was $11.4 billion, an increase of 28 per cent from the $8.9 billion recorded only four years ago in 2006. 

On a regional basis, building permit activity in Rural Victoria grew by 19 per cent, far outstripping Metropolitan Melbourne’s activity growth of 2 per cent.  

Building permit figures by building use for calendar year 2009 compared with calendar year 2008 show:

· Domestic (homes) rose 10 per cent to $11.4 billion;

· Residential (including high rise) increased 1 per cent to $1.9 billion;

· Commercial decreased 31 per cent to $2.9 billion;

· Retail fell 31 per cent to $1 billion;

· Industrial increased 1 per cent to $369 million;

· Hospital/Healthcare surged 70 per cent to $763 million; and

· Public building leapt 98 per cent to $3.0 billion.

Building permit figures by Region for calendar year 2009 compared with calendar year 
2008 show:

· Inner Melbourne fell 5 per cent to $8.6 billion;

· Outer Melbourne rose 12 per cent to $7.9 billion;

· Gippsland climbed 12 per cent to $912 million;

· North Central surged 31 per cent to $920 million;

· North East jumped 25 per cent to $786 million;

· North West leapt 30 per cent to $837 million; and

· South West increased 9 per cent to $1.4 billion.

Mr Arnel said that on a regional basis, Rural Victoria was the success story of 2009, with building permit activity jumping 19 per cent over 2008. 

“North Central led the way in Rural Victoria, with growth of 31 per cent to $920 million in 2009 when compared to 2008 – taking it to second highest level of activity in Rural Victoria after South West ($1.4 billion),” Mr Arnel said.

ENDS
The Building Commission collects Victorian building information, monthly from building surveyors, who provide details of the building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information.

For more information on building statistics, visit the Building Commission’s pulse website at www.pulse.buildingcommission.com.au 

For further information or to arrange an interview with the Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, please call Chelsea Toomey, Marketing and Public Relations, Building Commission 
(03) 9618 9296.

For further information visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 


