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Every summer we are confronted by the bushfires season. Fire threatens our lives, our financial security and our communities. When they hit, the effects can be devastating.

According to Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, if you have built in a bushfire prone area, the risk is serious and it is important to be prepared.

“Ember attack is a serious risk to properties in bushfire prone areas so vigilance and being equipped to reduce the threat is paramount. 
“However, there are precautions that can be taken by property owners, such as fitting metal fly wire screens and gauze over vents to better protect homes against ember attack. 

“Even people not living in bushfire prone areas should take precautions to protect their homes from fire with the drier months of summer on the way.

Mr Arnel said that while the Building Code of Australia focuses on reduction of ignition risk to a home from a bushfire while a fire front passes, Victorians should be aware that loss of property due to bushfire is sometimes unpreventable. 
Mr Arnel said if you intend to build in a bushfire prone area there are steps you can take to help protect a home. This includes appropriate building site location, proximity to water resources, accessibility of emergency vehicles and using appropriate building materials. 
“It’s also worth talking to your builder and contacting your local council and Country Fire Authority (CFA) for assistance. The CFA’s Wildfire Management Overlay Kit for building in bushfire prone areas is available at www.cfa.vic.gov.au,” he said
 

The Building Commission recommend the following tips to help reduce the risk of damage to homes in bushfire prone areas: 

· Use building materials appropriate for the conditions. 
· Protect glass from embers by using fire shutters on windows and doors. Toughened glass is less likely to break from the heat of a fire.

· Clear trees, shrubs, grass and other debris near the building site or home that could easily catch fire. 
· Follow the step-by-step guide to protecting your home from fire by downloading the Country Fire Authority (CFA) Bushfire Survival Plan Workbook from www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
· Consider including a fireproof room in the house – such as a basement, with concrete floors and walls, a metal roof and shutters on the windows.

· Ensure you have a fire evacuation plan in place.

· Get involved in community meetings about fire prevention in the neighbourhood. Contact your local council or CFA for details.
· If you have a full rainwater tank near your home, ensure it is accessible and equipped to fight fires.
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