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Nominations are now open for Victoria’s 23,000 Registered Building Practitioners (RBPs) to apply for the Building Commission’s 2009 Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Awards. 

The CPD Awards are an annual program that recognises CPD excellence in the Victorian building industry.

Acting Building Commissioner Sarah McCann-Bartlett said that to ensure Victoria’s building industry is world-class in professionalism, safety and innovation, building professionals need to be committed to ongoing professional development and the CPD Awards 2009 are an opportunity to acknowledge the state’s leaders in this area.   

There are four categories in this year’s program - three are awarded to RBPs and one is awarded to a CPD Provider.

The award categories are:

· CPD Excellence Award – 12-point Category – open to domestic and commercial builders, demolishers and erectors or supervisors of temporary structures 
· CPD Excellence Award – 15-point Category – open to building inspectors, building surveyors, draftspersons, engineers and quantity surveyors

· CPD Excellence Award – Five Star Sustainability Category – open to practitioners that have nominated for the 12-point or 15-point category, which acknowledges practitioners who have applied their sustainability learning to their business or service

· CPD Excellence Award – CPD Provider of the Year – open to accredited or approved CPD providers including professional institutes, industry groups, universities, TAFEs and registered training organisations. Nominees for the 12-point and 15-point categories nominate CPD providers for this award. 
“These awards recognise RBPs who have made an outstanding commitment to their continued learning, which is something that we need to celebrate and highlight to encourage other building practitioners to undertake CPD,” Ms McCann-Bartlett said.

Domestic builder unlimited, Peter Tyrovolas, was the winner of the 2008 12-point category and says ‘being a winner has been a good selling point to the potential buyers of my spec buildings.” 
Sustainability is recognised in the awards program as a separate category to signify how much the discipline is developing. As practice in this area improves and evolves, builders need to ensure they are up-to-date with new techniques and approaches, which requires an ongoing commitment.
Last year’s 15-point category winner, Graeme Little from Little Holland Pty Ltd a draftsperson building design (services) said “ I am now working on upgrading my Registered Building Practitioner status by applying to the Building Practitioners Board to be registered as a Mechanical Engineer and at the same time applying to be registered with the National Professionals Engineer Register.

Last year’s Sustainability category winner, David Schwarzer from Destin Constructions Pty Ltd  believes the award had a positive impact on his business, he says ‘after the local paper put out a story on me as the winner, the local community have made lots of enquiries about sustainable buildings, eco homes are of major interest to the community now.” 

Nominees will be judged according to:

· Participation in CPD activities (such as trade nights, reading industry publications and supervision of apprentices)

· Professional memberships and participation in those organisations

· Citing examples of how CPD has improved the quality of work practices

· How participation in sustainability activities have specifically benefited work practices. 

“RBPs undertaking training are not only investing in their own future, but are making a contribution to the health and strength of the industry”,said Mary Gates, Manager of Training Services,  Master Builders Association Victoria, winner of the CPD Provider of the Year award.

Entries close Monday 31 August 2008 
Information on the CPD Awards, including the online nomination form, is available on the Building Commission website www.buildingcommission.com.au. 

-Ends-
For further information or to interview one of last year’s winners or finalists, please contact Trent Carslake at the Building Commission on (03) 9285 6335 or tcarslake@buildingcommission.com.au
CPD Awards 2008 Finalists:



12-point category


Winner: Peter Tyrovolas, Director & Domestic Builder Unlimited,  Ajaka Pty Ltd  (Doncaster)


Finalist: Joseph Borg, Owner,& Domestic Builder, Joseph Borg Domestic Building (Berwick)


Finalist: Ibrahim Khadour, Domestic Builder Unlimited & Carpenter, Grocon Operations (Melbourne)


Finalist: Barbara Gamanski, Director & Domestic Builder Manager, B & G Construction (Kealba)


Finalist: Alan Jackson, Domestic Builder Unlimited, Site Manager, Mirvac (Mont Morency) 


15-point category


Winner: Graeme Little, Director & Draftsperson BD Services, Little Holland Pty Ltd,  (Tullamarine)


Finalist: Alfredo Tilan, Senior Mechanical and Hydraulics Engineer, GHD Pty Ltd (Melbourne)


Finalist: Brent Williams, Managing Director & Building Surveyor, Brent Williams & Associates, (Mildura) 


Finalist: Nicole Wild, Director & Draftsperson BD Architectural, Nicole Wild Buidlign Desing Consultants 


Finalist: Royston Wilson, Principal Designer & Draftsperson BD Interior, Royston Wilson Design Pty Ltd (Malvern)





Sustainability category


Winner: David Schwarzer, Director, Destin Constructions Pty Ltd (Templestowe)





CPD Provider of the Year


Winner: Master Builders Association Victoria









