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CPD Awards 2008 – nominations close soon
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The Building Commission’s 2008 CPD Awards gives Registered Building Practitioners (RBPs) a terrific opportunity to gain industry recognition and competitive advantage. RBPs still have until Tuesday 30 September 2008 to nominate themselves for the awards.
The annual CPD Awards recognise excellence in continuing professional development (CPD) in the Victorian building industry.

Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, encourages all RBPs, who have completed CPD activities during the past 12 months, to capitalise on this industry recognition by completing their nomination form and returning it to the Building Commission, as soon as possible.
“Some RBPs might think they don’t have time to enter an awards programs, but when they consider the subsequent benefits past winners have experienced, such as increased business opportunities and market awareness, it’s an important opportunity not to be missed,” Mr Arnel said. 
“The awards do terrific things for your business,” said Jeff Van Hoven from AustHomes Building Inspections, last year’s winner of the 15-point category. “I’ve definitely had more enquiries since winning and it’s amazing how many people are still congratulating me almost 12 months on. I am encouraging all the registered building practitioners I know to enter this year, so they can see what it can do for their business.” 
There are four categories in this year’s program - RBPs are eligible for three awards and CPD providers are eligible for one award. The award categories are:
· CPD Excellence Award – 12-point Category – open to domestic and commercial builders, demolishers and erectors or supervisors of temporary structures 
· CPD Excellence Award – 15-point Category – open to building inspectors, building surveyors, draftspersons, engineers and quantity surveyors

· CPD Excellence Award – Five Star Sustainability Category – open to practitioners that have nominated for the 12-point or 15-point category, which acknowledges practitioners who have applied their sustainability learning to their business or service

· CPD Excellence Award – CPD Provider of the Year – open to accredited or approved CPD providers, including professional institutes, industry groups, universities, TAFEs and registered training organisations. Nominees for the 12-point and 15-point categories nominate CPD providers for this award. 
All RBPs who enter the awards will be invited to the awards night, which will be held on Friday, 14 November 2008.
Information on the CPD Awards, including the online nomination form, is available on the Building Commission website www.buildingcommission.com.au. 
For further information or to interview one of last year’s winners or finalists, please contact Trent Carslake at the Building Commission on (03) 9285 6335 or tcarslake@buildingcommission.com.au,                                or Lauren Fragapane on (03) 9670 8350.
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