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Nominations are now open for Victoria’s 22,519 Registered Building Practitioners (RBPs) to apply for the Building Commission’s 2008 Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Awards. 

The CPD Awards are an annual program that recognises CPD excellence in the Victorian building industry.
Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said that to ensure Victoria’s building industry is world-class in professionalism, safety and innovation, building professionals need to be committed to ongoing professional development and the CPD Awards 2008 are an opportunity to celebrate the state leaders in this area.   

There are four categories in this year’s program - three are awarded to RBPs and one is awarded to a CPD Provider.
The award categories are:
· CPD Excellence Award – 12-point Category – open to domestic and commercial builders, demolishers and erectors or supervisors of temporary structures 
· CPD Excellence Award – 15-point Category – open to building inspectors, building surveyors, draftspersons, engineers and quantity surveyors

· CPD Excellence Award – Five Star Sustainability Category – open to practitioners that have nominated for the 12-point or 15-point category, which acknowledges practitioners who have applied their sustainability learning to their business or service

· CPD Excellence Award – CPD Provider of the Year – open to accredited or approved CPD providers including professional institutes, industry groups, universities, TAFEs and registered training organisations. Nominees for the 12-point and 15-point categories nominate CPD providers for this award. 
“These awards recognise Registered Building Practitioners who have made an outstanding commitment to their continued learning, which is something that we need to celebrate and highlight to encourage other building practitioners to undertake CPD,” Mr Arnel said.
Last year’s 15-point category winner, Jeff Van Hoven from AustHomes Building Inspections in Chirnside Park said he is a huge fan of these awards. 
“The awards do terrific things for your business. I’ve definitely had more enquiries since winning and it’s amazing how many people are still congratulating me almost 12 months on. I will be encouraging all the building practitioners I know to enter this year and see what it can do for their business,” Jeff said. 
Domestic builder and inspector, Clifford Hall, was the winner of the 2007 12-point category and has used his award as a marketing tool by putting his certificate up on his office wall. 
“Lots of people ask about it when they see it and when I explain what the award is for, they are really impressed,” he said.

“As well as customers taking notice, it’s great recognition within the industry and my peers really understand what it means to get one of these awards.”
Sustainability is recognised in the awards program as a separate category to signify how much the discipline is developing. As practice in this area improves and evolves, builders need to ensure they are up-to-date with new techniques and approaches, which requires an ongoing commitment.

Last year’s Sustainability category winner, Alexis Stravakos, believes the award had a positive impact on his business Systainabylt in Yarrawonga. “When I go to client meetings, people are quite impressed when I tell them about the award. I feel that winning the award has definitely helped our business and given us a lot of recognition within the industry,” Mr Stravakos said.
Nominees will be judged according to:

· Participation in CPD activities (such as trade nights, reading industry publications and supervision of apprentices)

· Professional memberships and participation in those organisations

· Citing examples of how CPD has improved the quality of work practices

· How participation in sustainability activities have specifically benefited work practices. 

Entries close on Tuesday 30 September 2008 and all Registered Building Practitioners who enter the awards will be invited to the awards night on Friday, 14 November 2008, at the RACV Club in Melbourne.

Information on the CPD Awards, including the online nomination form, is available on the Building Commission website www.buildingcommission.com.au. 

-Ends-
For further information or to interview one of last year’s winners or finalists, please contact Trent Carslake at the Building Commission on (03) 9285 6335 or tcarslake@buildingcommission.com.au
CPD Awards 2007 Finalists:

For further information please contact Lauren Fragapane from the Building Commission on                (03) 9670 8350 or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au



12-point category


Winner: Clifford Hill, Domestic Builder and Building Inspector, C&N Hall Builders (Mt Eliza)


Finalist: Alan Cusack, Director, Better Projects Australia Pty Ltd (St Kilda)


Finalist: Stephen Cordell, Director/Owner, Merlot Homes Pty Ltd (Warragul)


Finalist: Thomas Rodger Lloyd, Owner, Rodger Lloyd Master Builders (Williamstown)


Finalist: Dale Robert, Director, Elements Design and Construction Pty Ltd (Jan Juc)





15-point category


Winner: Jeff Van Hoven, Director, AustHomes Building Inspections (Chirnside Park)


Finalist: Guy Romeo, Building Surveyor, Swan Hill Rural Council (Swan Hill)


Finalist: Marcus Collard, Municipal Building Surveyor, Golden Plains Shire (Lara)


Finalist: Graeme Little, Director, Little Holland Pty Ltd (Geelong)


Finalist: Louise McGrath, Owner, Cunningham Design and Drafting (Trafalgar)





Sustainability category


Winner: Alexis Stravakos, Partner, Sustainabylt (Yarrawonga)





CPD Provider of the Year


Winner: Building Designers Association Victoria
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