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ALL HOMES MUST HAVE SMOKE ALARMS INSTALLED AND WORKING
[image: image1.jpg]



Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, urged Victorian homeowners to ensure that smoke alarms are installed and working.

Mr Arnel’s comments follow the tragic deaths of three men whose weatherboard house was engulfed by fire in Melbourne’s western suburbs this morning.

“When smoke alarms are installed and working, the time to detect a fire allows home occupants more time to evacuate.

“All new homes and apartments are required to have hard-wired smoke alarms. Furthermore, Victoria introduced a legal requirement in 1997 that all existing homes and apartments must also have smoke alarms installed. 

“Smoke alarms are compulsory and must be installed in all homes, units, flats and townhouses. 

“It is the legal responsibility of homeowners and landlords to install operating smoke alarms. A homeowner can be fined by a local council for failing to have a smoke alarm installed. However, the repercussions of not having an operating smoke alarm can be far more severe,” he said. 
According to Mr Arnel, fires in homes grow quickly and commonly fire deaths occur when smoke alarms are not operable. 

“That’s why all Victorians should change their smoke alarm batteries annually. 

“Quite simply, a working smoke alarm can mean the difference between life and death,” he said.

The most common causes of house fires are cooking, smoking, burning candles and electrical faults in home products. House fires are life threatening, particularly at night when people are sleeping. Smoke from a fire will not normally wake you when you are asleep. However, a working smoke alarm will provide you with a signal to evacuate your home. That’s why all home occupants should check that your smoke alarms are located correctly and working.

Mr Arnel said that while compulsory smoke alarms make Victorian residences safer from fire, safety relies heavily on the householder. “If a smoke alarm battery is flat it will not warn you or your family in the event of a fire.”

There are other precautions home owners can take to protect your home from fires: 

· Ensure your family has a home escape plan

· Ensure that clothing, bedding and other hazardous items are away from heaters or other ignition sources and electrical goods.

· Check electrical appliances for frayed cords and that power boards and switches are not overloaded.

For further information, contact the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, Country Fire Authority or the Building Commission.  Copies of the brochure What you need to know about Smoke alarms for residential buildings are available from the Building Commission on (03) 9285 6400 or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 
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