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With longer days and sunnier weather, many Victorians are preparing their home’s outdoor areas for summer.  

This is the time where home maintenance can play a large part in the safety of your family. 

Swimming pool and spa owners should ensure their safety barriers are properly maintained and working. It is law that swimming pools or spas on private residential properties in Victoria provide safety barriers to restrict access to the pool or spa. There are fines for failing to comply.
Every private swimming pool or spa capable of containing a depth of water exceeding 300mm must have a childproof safety barrier. The responsibility for safety barrier maintenance applies to all home-owners with a pool or spa, regardless of whether they have children living there or not.

Properly maintained safety barriers around pools are vital in protecting the safety of children, friends and neighbours. 

Statistics reveal, drowning is the most common cause of preventable death for children under five in Victoria. And pool fencing reduces the risk of drowning about one quarter of that of drowning in an unfenced pool
The responsibility of swimming pool and spa owners to maintain and use safety barriers wisely can save lives. You should also:

· Ensure no tree branches, pool pumps, pot plants or other item which could be used to climb over the barrier are within a 1.2 metre radius of the gate or fence

· Remember when children are near water, adult supervision is essential
· Ensure all gates and doors providing access to a pool or a spa have self-closing and self-latching devices that work.

As home balconies and decks are highly used over the warmer months, now is also the time to review their safety.

Six per cent of Australian homes have a timber balcony or deck and around two per cent of these are unsafe. So you deck or balcony could be a risk to your family’s safety. Risk factors to check:

· Look for pooling of water on the balcony surface

· Check timber posts, beams and flooring joists for rot

· Inspect brackets and bolts for signs of rust

· Ensure handrails and balustrades are not rotted, corroded, loose or unstable

If you are in doubt about the safety of your balcony or swimming pool fencing, contact a building surveyor or visit www.buildingcommision.com.au. 
ENDS …

For further information please contact Anne Pavey from the Building Commission on 0414 394 561 or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 
