[image: image1.png]x
x X

¥

Victoria
The Place To Be



[image: image2.png]



Fence Posts
From the Building & Plumbing Commissioner, Tony Arnel



3 March 2009 
Renovating kitchens and bathrooms
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Updating kitchens and bathrooms normally requires plumbing work. 

While a kitchen or bathroom makeover can improve your home, these renovations can be complex and costly, if not properly planned. Planning and regulatory requirements, technical and environmental considerations, fixture and fitting decisions, budget and project constraints need careful deliberation.

Sometimes people are tempted to install plumbing fixtures themselves. Do-it-yourself renovating can result in serious damage, expensive repair bills and potential health risks. Aside from these risks, there are legislative requirements and planning regulations you must meet. 

One of the best ways to avoid the risks and meet requirements is to use a Registered or Licensed Plumbing Practitioner for professional advice before work starts. 

And if the renovation requires structural work, use a Registered Building Practitioner.

Once the plumbing work begins, kitchen and bathroom plumbing renovation work must be carried out by a Licensed or Registered Plumbing Practitioner. It’s required by law. 

Aside from being a legal requirement, licensed plumbing practitioners are highly-skilled, have mandatory insurance and must abide by strict regulatory requirements, including health, safety and environmental provisions. 

You should also be aware that only approved or authorised plumbing products can be installed in Victoria. Approved products carry a WaterMarkTM, StandardsMark or Type Test Mark. Materials and products requiring such authorisation are listed at www.pic.vic.gov.au search for product accreditation.
And take the opportunity to make your home more sustainable by saving on water. While, water efficient tap ware and dual flush toilets are now mandatory for all plumbing work and water pressure reduction equipment is often also compulsory, there are many ways to make your renovation green. 

For more information on how to save water, go to www.pic.vic.gov.au and follow the links on how to save water. 



To make your home greener, visit www.makeyourhomegreen.vic.gov.au
For further information please contact Anne Pavey from the Commissions on 0414 394 561 or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 
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