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Building permits – designed to protect you
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Nearly anything that is built requires a building permit to be issued before work can commence. They are issued by a council or private building surveyor who ensures your work building plans comply with the Regulations, the Act and Australian Standards. 

Building permits are designed to protect your building and, more importantly, you.

They ensure:

· The required building practitioners are registered and carry insurance

· Adequate documentation is prepared to construct your building

· Independent review of building documentation occurs

· Key stages of the work are independently inspected

· Your building is independently assessed as suitable for occupation.

Once approved, a building permit will specify a period of time in which building work must commence and finish. As part of the process, the building surveyor who issues the building permit must follow the project through to the end, carrying out building inspections, issuing an occupancy permit or a certificate of final inspection on completion of work. 

Applying for a building permit is easy. Simply

· Apply for the permit through your Council or a private building surveyor 

· Check the competency and experience of the building surveyor and their fees applicable for issuing the permit and carrying out the inspections

· Then pay the appropriate fee, and submit at least 3 copies of drawings, specifications, and allotment plans with a completed application form.

There are some minor types of building work that are exempt from the issuing of a building permit, such as: 

· Pergolas associated with houses with unroofed post and beam structures 

· Garden sheds with a floor area of less than 10 square metres

· Repair work done for maintenance purposes, for example replacing rotted weatherboards

Not all minor work is exempt from a building permit, so do your research and contact your local council or private building surveyor.

For further information, visit: www.buildingcommission.com.au.
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