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Ensure your building contractors are certified
Building and plumbing commissioner, Tony Arnel

If you plan to build or renovate, safeguard your investment and ensure all the building practitioners and contractors you use are suitably certified.

The surest way of doing this is ensuring a Registered Building Practitioner is part of your plans.

Only a Registered Building Practitioner (RBP) meets the required industry standards for qualifications, technical skills and experience. 

In Victoria an RBP is required to carry out all domestic building and renovating projects for work over $5,000. They are also required to carry the appropriate insurance to provide you with better protection for work exceeding $12,000. 

Every building and renovating project carries some sort of risk but more so if an unregistered building practitioner is used for the job. By using an unregistered builder you are potentially accepting all legal risks and will have no protection if the builder fails to complete the work or the work is defective. 
Identifying a RBP is not difficult. Just look for the logo on their business card, stationary, work vehicle or site sign or just ask to see their photo identification. To find a RBP in your area, or to check registration details, visit www.buildingcommission.com.au You can also phone the Building Practitioners Board (BPB) on 1300 360 320. There is also further information on using a RBP at www.buildingcommission.com.au/buildbetter
The BPB registers Victorian building professionals, supervises and monitors their conduct and ability to practise and can tell you if the person that you’re wanting to use is suitably registered to complete the work.

While your Registered Builder Practitioner will usually project manage the plumbers, electricians and other contractors for your building work, there are a number of checks you can make to check they are suitable certified:

· Always use a licensed plumber (look for an official ID card) 

· Make sure your plumber is accredited to perform the particular kind of work you need (this is shown on their ID card) 

· Make sure your plumber gives you a Compliance Certificate at the end of any job costing $500 or more (or for an underground drain, or most gas fitting jobs, whatever the value)

· Use only a registered electrical contractor and ask to see their licence 

· Ensure that you are issued with a Certificate of Electrical Safety 
-Ends-
