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MILDURA BUILDING PRACTITIONER CHARGED IN MAGISTRATES COURT TODAY
At the Mildura Magistrates Court today, registered building surveyor and domestic builder Mr Wayne Leslie Wilkie, of Instructures Group and WBCS Pty Ltd, pleaded guilty and was fined and convicted a total of $23,000 and $3,000 costs with 23 counts of acting as a private building surveyor when he had a financial interest in the building work.
Magistrate Ms Spooner said “it was a blatant conflict of interest of which you should have been well aware as a former municipal building surveyor for the Rural City of Mildura”.
Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel said the role performed by building surveyors is one of the cornerstones of the proper and efficient functioning of the Victorian building control system.  As such, it is crucial that consumers have confidence in the conduct and ethics of building surveyors.

This is a serious breach of section 79(1)(d) of the Building Act 1993 and the fine imposed by the court of a total of $23,000, is appropriate given the serious nature of the charges.
Mr Wayne Leslie Wilkie, (Registration Number BS 1164 and DB-U 147796) of Mildura, also a former Municipal Building Surveyor in Mildura, was prosecuted with accepting the appointment to perform the role of building surveyor in 23 cases where he had either a financial interest in the entity which was to perform the building work (the builders) or a financial interest in the entity which owned the building site.
“The Building Commission is serious about maintaining professional standards in the industry and always takes the strongest action possible against building practitioners who do the wrong thing,” Mr Arnel said.
“Unprofessional conduct will not be tolerated.  Most building practitioners do the right thing and the Building Commission takes strong action against the minority who do not.”

Mr Arnel said the Building Act requires all building work (except that exempted by the regulations) to have a building permit, issued by a private or municipal building surveyor.  The building surveyor is to play an impartial role so as to ensure the proposed work will meet all of the technical and regulatory requirements before the work begins and to ensure a safe built environment.
To reflect expectations of non-bias toward the owner or builder, section 79 prohibits private building surveyors from accepting an appointment to carry out their functions where they have a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the building, the building work, or the building company.  The Building Commission is responsible for registering and monitoring the conduct of almost 21,000 builders and other building professionals throughout Victoria.
The professional conduct of our Registered Building Practitioners is extremely important in maintaining integrity and credibility of the building industry. The Building Commission prosecutes alleged offences against the Building Act 1993 and the Building Regulations in the Magistrates’ Court.  Until today, there has not been a single prosecution for offences against Section 79 of the Act.
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