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Further fines following death on a building site
[image: image1.png]




A building practitioner was fined $5,000 on 28 November 2007 by the Building Practitioners Board, following the death of one of his employees at a Maidstone building site three years ago.

The Board found the building practitioner guilty of two allegations and fined him the maximum fine under the Building Act 1993 due to the seriousness of the circumstances.
This follows Melbourne County Court proceedings against the practitioner’s company, in which the company was convicted and fined $100,000.

“The Board considered the key tenet of the Building Act 1993, which is public safety and as a result imposed the maximum fine under the Act but chose not to suspend or cancel the practitioner’s registration,” Chairman of the Building Practitioners Board, Mr Kim Lovegrove said. 
“The Board chose to impose the maximum possible fine because a building site death is a horrible travesty and the fabric of building regulation revolves around creating and maintaining an environment from a regulatory point of view that obviates against the risk of injury and death.”
Separately to the proceedings Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel said Victoria has a stringent system in place with the aim of safeguarding workers and ensuring, where possible, employers are accountable for negligence.

“Unprofessional and dangerous conduct will not be tolerated. Most building practitioners do the right thing and the Building Practitioners Board and the Building Commission take strong action against the minority who do not,” Mr Arnel said.

The building practitioner was the sole director and shareholder of a company engaged to re-stump a house at Maidstone. Work began on 2 August 2004 in the presence of a supervisor and three labourers. A building inspector attended and carried out a stump hole inspection but was not provided with any approved drawings before or during the inspection. After the inspector left, the work crew began levelling the house. The house collapsed while two of the labourers were working underneath to adjust the jacks. One suffered a broken shoulder and other injuries, however the other died at the scene as he bore the full weight of the collapsed building.

Following the incidence the practitioner has developed modifications, innovations and techniques, which he has since applied to his building sites, mindful of safety concerns in all stages of levelling and lifting of the building.
The Building Practitioners Board is an independent statutory body established under the Building Act 1993. It oversees the quality and standard of professional services in the Victorian building industry. In doing so, it administers a registration system and monitors the conduct and ability of registered building practitioners.
ENDS …


For further information please contact Susannah Tidemann from the Building Commission on 0414 394 561 or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 
