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UNLAWFUL BUILDING PRACTITIONERS FACE RECORD FINES
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Victorian courts handed down record fines to unlawful building practitioners last financial year, newly published data confirms.

In the 2006-07 financial year building practitioners prosecuted for breaches of building and building contract legislation received fines totalling $121,500, Building Commission figures show. This compares to a fines total of around $47,000 in the previous year.

“The Building Commission’s success in launching major and high profile prosecutions is a large factor behind this huge increase in total fines handed down by the courts,” Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said.

“These include the prosecution of Classic Period Homes and its director Brendan Clune, which resulted in a fine of $65,000.

“The Commission is serious about maintaining professional standards in the industry. We will come down like a tonne of bricks on building practitioners who do the wrong thing.”

Mr Arnel said that for the second year running, the Commission maintained its 100 per cent success rate in prosecutions.

The Commission’s annual report shows that in all 16 of the prosecutions undertaken in 2006-07 the courts found the case proven. In 13 of the 16 cases, the court handed down a fine, with penalties such as good behaviour bonds also imposed. Most of the prosecutions related to domestic builders and building surveyors.

The Building Commission is responsible for registering and monitoring the conduct of almost 21,000 builders and other building professionals.

The Building Commission prosecutes alleged breaches of the Building Act in the Magistrates’ Court, while professional conduct matters are referred to the Building Practitioners Board.

The Board conducted 33 inquiries in 2006-07, handing down fines totalling more than $57,000 and suspending or cancelling the registration of seven practitioners.
ENDS …

For further information please contact Susannah Tidemann from the Building Commission on 0414 394 561 or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 
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