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Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, today launched Make Your Home Green.vic.gov.au and new energy efficiency laws for home alterations and relocations.

The launch at CEREs Community Environment Park provided market goers and the wider community with information and regulatory advice on making their homes greener.

Commissioner Arnel launched the Brumby Government’s sustainability initiatives at the onsite 3AW Big House radio program. He also took part in an online demonstration of Make Your Home Green. 

Mr Arnel said the new energy efficiency laws, which came into effect in the Building Code of Australia on 1 May 2008, and the Make Your Home Green resource, were important steps towards reducing Victorian households’ greenhouse gas emissions. 
“With 40,000 homes anticipated to be renovated, extended or relocated each year, the new energy efficiency laws for the building fabric of home alterations will further reduce greenhouse gas emissions while delivering greater comfort and lower energy costs to Victorians,” Mr Arnel said.

“But it is not just regulations that help Victorian homes reduce energy consumption - it is the occupants as well.  

“Existing households account for one third of Victoria’s energy use. The Make Your Home Green resource, which brings together online sustainability information for consumers, will help many more Victorian households reduce their energy use.”

Growing numbers of Victorians are recognising the benefits of going green. The latest Building Commission pulse research confirms this, with 86 per cent of the consumers surveyed highly valuing sustainable building.

According to Commissioner Arnel, the benefits in going green were not surprising.

“With more than 100,000 new homes in Victoria built to a 5 Star standard, the benefits of greener homes have been tried and tested. Feedback from residents of 5 Star homes says they experience more comfortable and healthier places to live while reducing their household’s energy bills and environmental impact.

“The influence of sustainability is of growing significance for consumers and with further regulatory changes and more access to information, consumers will be better placed to green their homes. 
1/2

-2-

“These latest sustainability initiatives show the Brumby Government is serious about taking action to improve the sustainability of Victorian homes and, importantly, further reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” Mr Arnel said.

The State Government made a commitment in its Victorian Greenhouse Policy in June 2005 to require alterations and relocations to achieve the 5 Star energy standard. 

All alteration and relocation work that requires a building permit is subject to the new energy efficiency laws. The laws apply to the thermal performance of a home (a 5 Star energy rating for the external walls, floors and roofs of your home) and do not require a solar hot water system or a rainwater tank for toilet flushing, as is the case with a new home. These changes bring Victoria in line with national standards.
Victorians who plan to build a new home, extend or renovate should contact a building designer, builder or building surveyor for advice on 5 Star compliance. Information is also available at the Building Commission on 1300 360 380, or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au.

Make Your Home Green is a first for the building and plumbing industry and supports the Victorian Government’s commitment to create sustainable options for consumers in the built environment. It is hosted and sponsored by the Building Commission and the Plumbing Industry Commission.


To find out more about making your home sustainable, visit www.makeyourhomegreen.vic.gov.au. 

ENDS …
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