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      Media release

                     From the Minister for Planning


DATE: Wednesday, April 30, 2008

BRUMBY GOVERNMENT SETS TREND FOR GREEN 

Melbourne’s historic Railway Goods Shed in Docklands will be brought back to life with a Victorian first in modern, sustainable design that is sensitive to heritage value. 

Planning Minister Justin Madden announced today that VicUrban, the Building Commission and the Plumbing Industry Commission will relocate to the Goods Shed North in late 2009, after a refurbishment will achieve a 5 Star Green Star rating standard, as required by the Brumby Government.

“The refurbishment of the Goods Shed North will raise the bar in environmental design by creating an economically feasible sustainable design, incorporating state-of-the-art office accommodation in an historic building,” Mr Madden said. 

Mr Madden said Government agencies were some of the biggest tenants in Melbourne, and the move to house the three authorities in a refurbished green building demonstrates the Brumby Government’s long-term commitment to a sustainable built environment.

The Goods Shed project is one of only two in Australia – the other being Sydney’s heritage-listed 88 George St building.

The development will also include retail and café frontage along Village Street to create a community atmosphere in this key Docklands site.

VicUrban CEO Pru Sanderson said VicUrban had entered into a development agreement with Equiset, a Grollo Group Company with significant experience in Docklands to develop the northern half of the shed. 

“Equiset is committed to bringing the 19th Century shed into the 21st Century, while maintaining key elements of its past,” Ms Sanderson said. 

“This entire project reinforces VicUrban’s vision to develop Docklands into a sustainable, mixed use community known for its innovative urban design and environmental leadership.”

Ms Sanderson said VicUrban had also worked closely with Heritage Victoria to ensure all plans appropriately considered the building’s heritage value. 

Building Commissioner and Plumbing Industry Commissioner Tony Arnel said he welcomed the move to house employees in such a historic and sustainable building. 

“Employees from all three Government agencies will directly benefit from this move with improved indoor environmental quality leading to improved health and wellbeing, and corresponding productivity gains,” Mr Arnel said.
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