[image: image2.png]x
x X

¥

Victoria
The Place To Be





Media Release
From the Building Commissioner
Thursday 5 February 2009
[image: image1.png]



VICTORIA’S BUILDING ACTIVITY TOPS $20B IN CALENDAR 2008

The Building Commission’s pulse 2008 data shows that in the 12 months to the end of December 2008, building permit activity in Victoria exceeded $20 billion for the first time in a calendar year. 

Releasing the pulse 2008 statistics today, Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, said the 2008 total of $20.2 billion represented an increase of 10.6 per cent on the 2007 figure of $18.3 billion.

“Such a result is very pleasing for Victoria but it needs to be considered against the backdrop of the global economic uncertainty and its flow-on effects to Australia, including the likelihood of slowing building permit activity,” Mr Arnel said. 

“So while the full year figure was a record, month-on-month data showed that building permit activity in October to December 2008 quarter dipped 10.5 per cent compared to the same quarter in 2007. 

“However, during the calendar year, the resilience of the Victorian building industry was reflected in the higher 2008 figure by value of permits issued and by the fact that the number of permits issued was up marginally to 102,618 from 102,603 in 2007.”
The extent and impact of the global economic slowdown on building permit activity in Victoria would become clearer in coming months.
The Commissioner said the pulse 2008 data showed that by building use, Public Buildings and Commercial had performed strongly, rising 54 per cent and 32 per cent respectively in the 12 months compared to the previous year. The Residential and Domestic categories were up 12 and seven per cent respectively. Overall, the 2008 calendar year building permit figures by building use compared to 2007 showed:  

· Domestic rose 7.0 per cent to $10.3 billion.

· Residential increased 11.7 per cent to $1.9 billion.

· Commercial leapt 31.8 per cent to $4.1 billion.

· Retail dipped 10.1 per cent to $1.6 billion.

· Industrial declined 32.2 per cent to $0.4 billion.

· Hospital/health-care fell 20.2 per cent to $0.4 billion.

· Public buildings surged 53.9 per cent to $1.5 billion.
Mr Arnel said that on a regional basis, all regions - with the exception of the North East and the South West - recorded increased levels of building permit activity over the 12 months. The standouts were Inner Melbourne, which was up 26 per cent, and North Central, which grew 10 per cent in 2008 compared with 2007.

“On a local government basis, while nine of the 10 metropolitan municipalities recorded increases in building permit activity, four of the top 10 regional municipalities also recorded increases,” Mr Arnel said.
Building permit activity breakdown for the 2008 calendar year

By region

· Inner Melbourne jumped 25.9 per cent to $9.1 billion.
· Outer Melbourne edged up 0.7 per cent to $7.0 billion.
· Gippsland climbed 5.0 per cent to $0.8 billion.
· North Central increased 10.5 per cent to $0.7 billion.
· North East dipped 5.7 per cent to $0.6 billion.
· North West rose 1.6 per cent to $0.6 billion.
· South West eased 4.0 per cent to $1.3 billion.

Top 10 metropolitan municipalities for 2008 (and increase/decrease on 2007)

1. 
Melbourne – $3,408.8 million, up 52.8 per cent

2.
Wyndham – $918.5 million, up 7.0 per cent

3. 
Stonnington – $743.8 million, up 48.6 per cent
4.
Casey - $722.2 million, up 4.2 per cent
5. 
Boroondara – $716.5 million, up 2.3 per cent
6.
Whittlesea - $695.1 million, down 1.9 per cent

7.
Mornington Peninsula - $631.9 million, up 4.8 per cent
8. 
Melton – $580.8 million, up 23.0 per cent

9. 
Hume – $515.9 million, up 2.7 per cent

10. 
Bayside - $509.3 million, up 20.3 per cent.

Top 10 rural municipalities for 2008 (and increase/decrease on 2007):

1. 
Greater Geelong – $736.8 million, down 8.2 per cent

2.
Greater Bendigo – $310.3 million, up 25.4 per cent
3. 
Ballarat – $277.8 million, down 10.8 per cent

4. 
Latrobe – $195.3 million, down 0.4 per cent
5. 
Baw Baw – $162.7 million, up 21.7 per cent.

6. 
Surf Coast – $ 161.8 million, down 2.8 per cent

7. 
Bass Coast – $157.8 million, down 5.8 per cent
8. 
Greater Shepparton – $144.8 million, down 15.5 per cent

6. 
Macedon Ranges – $124.1 million, up 9.1 per cent

9. 
East Gippsland – $113.1 million, up 2.4 per cent

BUILDING PERMIT STATISTICS IN DETAIL
Month

2006


2007


2008
January
$864 million

$947 million

$1,385 million

February
$1,328 million

$1,362 million

$1,725 million

March

$1,570 million

$1,521 million

$1,558 million

April

$1,049 million

$1,173 million

$1,807 million

May

$1,487 million

$1,553 million

$1,809 million


June

$1,595 million

$1,399 million

$1,830 million

July

$1,409 million

$1,942 million

$1,826 million

August

$1,523 million

$1,594 million

$1,674 million

September
$1,534 million

$1,538 million

$1,910 million


October
$1,557 million

$1,972 million

$1,715 million

November
$1,459 million

$2,009 million

$1,508 million

December
$1,278 million 
 
$1,278 million 
  
$1,485 million 

Total

$16.7 billion

$18.3 billion

$20.2 billion

For further information visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 
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