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Media Release

From the Building Commission 


Wednesday 19 April 2006
TIMELY REMINDER ABOUT FIRE SAFETY IN INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Victoria’s Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, said today that all business owners need to be vigilant about fire safety to protect their businesses.

“Yesterday’s fire in Moorabbin is a timely reminder for all business owners that necessary precautions need to be taken to ensure adequate fire safety measures in their buildings,” Mr Arnel said.

Victoria’s Building Regulations under the Building Code of Australia are in place to protect the health and safety of Victorians.  Current Building Regulations require that all new and refurbished buildings, including factories and warehouses, be built to ensure both the health and safety of occupants.  Fire prevention measures are required, such as fire sprinklers, to prevent the spread of fire if there is an outbreak.  
“This means that under Victoria’s current regulations any new or refurbished industrial building would have fire sprinklers and other measures installed.  Yesterday’s situation would therefore not occur,” Mr Arnel said.
Victoria’s building regulations have been updated to ensure the health and safety of occupants where there is a greater risk to occupant safety, such as in existing shared accommodation buildings like boarding houses, backpacker accommodation, hostels and hotels, and residential care buildings, such as aged care facilities and disability care facilities.  The Building Commission has regulated that all of these accommodation buildings have fire sprinklers installed, regardless of their age.

Mr Arnel also said that the health and safety of building occupants will always remain the Building Commission’s primary concern.  “We are committed to improving fire safety in buildings and will continue to encourage all building owners who occupy older buildings and factories to take the necessary precautions to protect their businesses. 
“Today’s building regulations under the Building Code of Australia mandate that all new and refurbished factories and warehouses larger than 2000m2 require fire sprinklers.  Additionally, buildings above this size are required to be built with adequate separation between buildings to prevent fire spread and provide appropriate access for the fire brigade teams.  Buildings below 2000m2 are required to have fire rated external walls, hydrants, hose reels, portable fire extinguishers and other measures,” he said.
While councils under Section 212 of the Building Act 1993 have a responsibility under building legislation for the enforcement of building safety in their area, building owners also have an obligation to ensure that safety measures are maintained and operate satisfactorily.

-MTC-

“Building owners are responsible for ensuring that any safety equipment, safety fittings or safety measures are maintained and fulfil their purpose.  Building owners should also keep accurate records of maintenance checks, service and repair work so that they can be made available for inspection by a municipal building surveyor or Chief Officer of the relevant fire brigade to randomly check for compliance.

“If building owners are unsure of the best fire protection measures for their business, they should contact a Council or private building surveyor to carry out an inspection.  Building surveyors are equipped to carry out inspections of established buildings to determine what additional measures should be taken to protect the building from fire.  Alternatively, they can contact an expert in the field of fire protection,” Mr Arnel said.
-ENDS- 
For further information contact Kate Volard

Manager Marketing and Public Relations, Building Commission

T: 03 9285 6474 

