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Survey shows more Victorian builders are ‘going green’ and consumers have never been happier



Rising numbers of Victoria’s building practitioners are actively encouraging their customers to ‘build green’, according to the latest Building Commission ‘Pulse’ survey.

The annual Pulse – Building Intelligence Survey of building practitioners and consumers, released in March 2008, found that half of the discussions about environmentally sustainable design in building projects were initiated or jointly initiated by building practitioners.
The survey also found that 59 per cent of building practitioners surveyed rated their knowledge of environmentally sustainable building (ESB) as either high or very high.
“This latest Pulse survey signals a major shift in the Victorian building industry, toward being leaders of ‘green building’.  It shows that, what was once a consumer-driven topic, environmentally sustainable design is now being championed by building practitioners”, said Tony Arnel, Victorian Building Commissioner.

“Victoria’s building practitioners are thinking ahead about what their consumers want and are jointly engaging their customers in discussions on environmentally sustainable building. Talking about ESB is now just a normal part of a builder’s business.”
Pulse statistics show that ESB is on the rise, with over 50 per cent of all projects in the survey results including some elements of green building.

The most popular elements were insulation, rain-water tanks and water/energy efficient fittings, such as energy efficient light globes.

“Building practitioners have told us that although the 5 Star standard requirements are an influential factor to ‘greener building’, there is also a strong belief that the industry has a ‘moral responsibility’ to build homes and buildings with the future in mind’, said Mr Arnel.
“The survey found that two thirds of building practitioners are actively informing themselves by reading about sustainability in industry magazines and a third are talking to other practitioners and experts about best practice in ESB”, he said.
“Every year, more consumers are requesting ESB features in their projects, and 57 per cent of those surveyed had educated themselves about energy conservation and recyclable materials before talking with their builder”, said Mr Arnel.
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“This shows us that both builders and consumers are taking very seriously the message of building a better environment for tomorrow”, he said.

The survey reported that cost constraints were the main reasons that consumers did not include more environmentally sustainable elements into their building designs.
The Pulse Consumer and Practitioner Building Surveys have been conducted for five consecutive years, using 600 randomly selected consumers and 600 building practitioners. For the full survey results, visit www.pulse.buildingcommission.com.au.
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