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A guide to building in Victoria after the bushfires now available
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Advice and information to assist people and communities affected by the February bushfires to start the rebuild under the new Australian Building Standard for Design and Construction of Buildings in Bushfire-prone Areas is now available.

The Building Commission has produced a booklet entitled A guide to building in Victoria after the bushfires, which provides advice to consumers on the new residential building standard.

The new residential building standard, combined with new planning measures, came into effect today as an amendment to the Victorian Building Regulations 2006. It applies to all homes throughout the State.
Building and Plumbing Industry Commissioner Tony Arnel said the Victorian Government recognised that implementing the new residential building standard would give certainty to people rebuilding in bushfire-prone areas. 

“The standard provides a clear framework for new homes including alterations and additions to be better bushfire protected. It also means that people can start rebuilding their homes without compromising safety.

“The guide clearly explains the changes to be made and will provide certainty about the regulations required to rebuild, particularly for those people who have been affected by the February bushfires. Victorian building and plumbing practitioners’ clients should find it a useful tool,” he said.

The guide is designed to make people aware of the new residential building standard and the steps involved in ensuring their building work, including alterations or additions complies.

It provides a checklist to ensure the building process meets the standard and includes an explanation of the bushfire attack levels (BAL) and the construction methods required.

Other information such as where to find a Registered Building Practitioner, local Council contacts, temporary dwellings and the role of building and planning permits is also included.

The guide will be sent to all Councils in the affected areas and can be downloaded from the Building Commission website at www.buildingcommission.com.au. The Building Commission and Plumbing Industry Commission are also conducting new building standard seminars to industry and consumers. The guide will be available at all 31 seminars throughout the State. For information on the seminars contact the Bushfire Building Advice Line on 1300 360 320 between 9.00am and 5.00pm.
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