[image: image1.png]



Media Release

From the Building Commission



9 July 2009 
Don’t risk it – get the facts on owner-building 


Choosing to owner-build your home can be satisfying. But for the uninformed, doing-it-yourself can be risky business.

Did you know that an owner-builder takes on all the risks and responsibilities of a registered builder? 

Furthermore, if you sell a property within six years as an owner-builder, you must also provide warranty insurance cover to the purchaser and a technical inspection report that identifies any defects? Before you decide to owner-build, it is important to get the facts.

Genuine owner-builders set out to make a home, rather than a business.

Victorian owner-builders can only build or renovate one home every three years and cannot build multi-unit developments such as apartments or units.

Owner-builders are also required to:

· Construct or renovate their home on their own land

· Obtain a Certificate of Consent for work over $12,000 in order to obtain a building permit

· Live in or intend to reside in their owner-built home

· Carry out all work in compliance with the Building Act 1993 and 2006 Building Regulations
Just like builders, owner-builders must maintain a safe workplace and have public safety insurance policies in place such as protection against fire, theft and defective building work.  When protection work is required, owner builders must also have insurance for adjoining property protection during construction and for 12 months after completion.

Owner-builders should also consider:

· Financial risks such as occupational health and safety claims and cost increases through under-estimating

· Quality risks like the technical ability to direct and assess workmanship

· Time risks such as identifying and engaging suitable tradespeople

· Future risks, like the fact that if you sell your property within six years of completion you will have to provide warranty insurance for the new owner

· Reducing the risks by using a registered builder under a domestic building contract with associated warranties

Applications to owner-build are made through the Building Practitioners Board by mail at PO Box 536, Melbourne 3000 or in person at Level 27, Casselden Place, 2 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. 

An owner-builder application kit is available from the Building Practitioner’s Board or contact the Building Commission on 9285 6400. For further information, including a range of organisations that offer owner-builder courses, visit: www.buildingcommission.com.au
For further information contact the Building Commission on (03) 9285 6400
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