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Home owners urged to check decks and balconies
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Victorian Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, today urged Victorian building owners to ensure the ongoing maintenance of decks and balconies.

This follows the collapse of a balcony balustrade at a house in Charles Street Lorne last night, which saw two young people taken to hospital with injuries.

Police said a man and woman were leaning against a wooden railing on a balcony outside the house about 10.40pm last night when the railing gave away.

The pair fell about one metre to the ground, but the man landed on a 60cm garden stake underneath the balcony, injuring his back and ribs. They were celebrating the end of year 12.  

“Last night’s accident is a timely reminder to all Victorian building owners to take responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of their balconies and decks to ensure that they are safe.

“The maintenance of balconies, particularly of timber construction, should be part of an ongoing building maintenance program for all Victorian buildings”, he said. 

Research for the Building Commission’s recently launched “Check your deck” campaign showed that three people in Victoria are inflicted with serious head and spinal injuries annually as the result of deck and balcony related accidents. Most cases are due to railing or balustrade structural failures.
“Annually in Victoria there are two catastrophic structural failures of decks or balconies and the community needs to check their decks and balconies to stop this.” 
“Now is the time to take a proactive approach to balcony safety and maintenance,” said Mr Arnel.

“Balconies and decks, if not maintained, can seriously injure people or at worse cause death.

“Building owners have a responsibility to ensure that their balconies and decks are well maintained. Like any other structure, balconies and decks, particularly of timber construction, need ongoing maintenance. 

“If you are in doubt about the structural soundness of your deck or balcony, speak to a building surveyor to make sure they meet the safety requirements,” said Mr Arnel.

For further information or to obtain a brochure on balcony or deck maintenance, visit the Building Commission website www.buildingcommission.com.au 

 
M&PR 15A Building Commission Media Release balcony collapse 3 Dec 09

