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Victoria’s building industry has experienced significant growth in the value of building permits issued in almost all regions and all building use categories during the first month of the new financial year.

Announcing the latest pulse statistics on Victoria’s building permit activity, Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, said the value of permits issued in July 2009 totalled $2.1 billion an increase of 16 per cent from $1.8 billion in July 2008. 

“All regions, except for Inner Melbourne, experienced growth, with rural areas the strongest. Gippsland, South West, North West and North East all grew by more than 36 per cent. Total rural building permits issued grew by almost 36 per cent,” Mr Arnel said.
“When we look at the data for building permit use, Hospital/Healthcare, Public Buildings, Domestic, Industrial and Commercial grew 285 per cent, 172 per cent, 14 per cent, 3 per cent and 1 per cent respectively.”
JULY 2009 BUILDING PERMIT STATISTICS IN DETAIL
	By region 
	$M
	% change compared to July 08

	Inner Melbourne
	$786
	-12%

	Outer Melbourne
	$812
	48%

	Total metropolitan
	$1,597
	10%

	Gippsland
	$102
	48%

	North Central
	$88
	15%

	North East
	$63
	36%

	North West
	$75
	38%

	South West
	$189
	41%

	Total rural
	$517
	36%

	Total (Victoria)
	$2,114
	16%


	By building use
	$M
	% change compared to July 08

	Domestic
	$1,045
	14%

	Residential
	$142
	-31%

	Commercial
	$384
	1%

	Retail
	$111
	-25%

	Industrial
	$48
	3%

	Hospital/Healthcare
	$114
	285%

	Public buildings
	$271
	172%

	Total (Victoria)
	$2,114
	16%


The Building Commission collects Victorian building information, monthly from building surveyors, who provide details of the building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information. 

For more information on building statistics, visit the Building Commission’s pulse website at www.pulse.buildingcommission.com.au or call 03 9285 6400.

