[image: image1.png]x
x X

¥

Victoria
The Place To Be





Media Release
From the Building Commissioner
Friday 15 May 2009
Commercial building permits show resilience
[image: image2.png]



Victoria’s building industry has experienced an 11 per cent decline in the value of building permits issued in the March 2009 quarter (January to March 2009) compared to the same period in 2008.

Announcing the latest pulse statistics on Victoria’s building permit activity, Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, said the value of permits issued had decreased 11 per cent to $4.2 billion.

“North Central is the only region that experienced an increase in the value of permits issued with $197.7 million of permits issued, which is a 23 per cent increase when compared to the same period in 2008,” Mr Arnel said.

“When we look at the data for building use Commercial building permits is the only building use category to increase, up 8 per cent to $793 million.”
MARCH QUARTER 2009 BUILDING PERMIT STATISTICS IN DETAIL

	By Region 
(Jan to March 2009)
	$M
	% change compared to same period in 2008 (Jan to March 2008)

	Inner Melbourne
	1,752.2
	-11.9%

	Outer Melbourne
	1,495.1
	-12.4%

	Total metropolitan
	3,247.3
	-12.2%

	Gippsland
	161.9
	-18.1%

	North Central
	197.7
	22.6%

	North East
	125.9
	-14.0%

	North West
	144.7
	-6.2%

	South West
	275.4
	-11.5%

	Total rural
	905.6
	-6.7%

	Total (Victoria)
	4,152.9
	-11.0%


	By building use

(Jan to March 2009)
	$M
	% change compared to same period in 2008 (Jan to March 2008)

	Domestic
	2,312.8
	-3.0%

	Residential
	415.1
	-17.0%

	Commercial
	792.2
	7.7%

	Retail
	214.1
	-26.8%

	Industrial
	71.2
	-46.2%

	Hospital/Healthcare
	69.5
	-55.2%

	Public buildings
	278.0
	-40.6%

	Total (Victoria)
	4,152.9
	-11.0%


	March Quarter
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Value
	$3,762 million
	$3,830 million
	$4,667 million
	$4,153 million

	No. of permits
	24,008
	23,279
	24,087
	22,207


The Building Commission collects Victorian building information, monthly from building surveyors, who provide details of the building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information.

For more information on building statistics, visit the Building Commission’s pulse website at www.pulse.buildingcommission.com.au or call Trent Carslake, 03 9285 6335.
