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Building permit activity rebounds with Rural Victoria leading the way 
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Victoria’s building industry has continued its positive start to the 2009-10 financial year with a 10 per cent increase in the value of building permits issued in the September 2009 quarter when compared with the same quarter in 2008-09.

Announcing the Building Commission’s pulse statistics today, the Deputy Building Commissioner, Sarah McCann-Bartlett, said $5.9 billion of building permits were issued between July and September 2009, compared with $5.4 billion between July and September 2008.

“The building permits by building use data shows that domestic building rebounded strongly in the quarter, rising 17 per cent over the same period last year, while public buildings and hospital/healthcare were both up markedly on last year – 132 per cent and 44 per cent respectively,” Ms McCann-Bartlett said.

“The other positive news is the strong performance of Rural Victoria on a building permits-by-region basis: Rural Victoria’s building permit activity in the September 2009 quarter grew 35 per cent compared with the September 2008 quarter.

“Building permit activity in Metropolitan Melbourne rose 3 per cent (to $4.4 billion) compared with the same period in 2008-09.”

The Deputy Commissioner said that a breakdown of the regional building permit statistics showed that other than Inner Melbourne, all regions of the state recorded growth of 24 per cent or better, with the North East region leading the way with a 54 per cent jump.

“The strong regional performance flowed from a number of major building permits, including a new healthcare building and car park for South-West Health in Warrnambool ($58 million), a new office building for Latrobe Community Health Services in Morwell ($14 million) and a factory extension in Castlemaine ($13 million),” Ms McCann-Bartlett said. 
SEPTEMBER 2009 QUARTER BUILDING PERMIT STATISTICS IN DETAIL

	By Region 

(Sept quarter 2009)
	$M
	% change compared to 

Sept quarter in 2008 

	Inner Melbourne
	2,110
	-14 %

	Outer Melbourne
	2,324
	27%

	Total metropolitan
	4,434
	3%

	Gippsland
	279
	24%

	North Central
	280
	27%

	North East
	219
	54%

	North West
	254
	46%

	South West
	481
	33 %

	Total rural
	1,513
	35%

	Total (Victoria)
	5,947
	10%


	By Building Use

(Sept 2009 quarter)
	$M
	% change compared to 
Sept quarter in 2008 

	Domestic
	3,149
	17%

	Residential
	304
	-40%

	Commercial
	785
	-17%

	Retail
	284
	-50%

	Industrial
	99
	14%

	Hospital/Healthcare
	194
	44%

	Public buildings
	1,134
	132%

	Total (Victoria)
	5,947
	10%


The Building Commission collects Victorian building information, monthly from building surveyors, who provide details of the building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information.
For more information on building statistics, visit the Building Commission’s pulse website at www.pulse.buildingcommission.com.au or call Anne Pavey, Manager Marketing and Public Relations, Building and Plumbing Commission 

on 03 9285 6474.
