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MEDIA RELEASE
11 February 2008
GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL INVOLVED IN ASIA-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP
At the opening of Australia’s largest green building conference – Green Cities - the Green Building Council of Australia GBCA) announced that its engagement with Asia would be boosted by a grant under its involvement in the Asia Pacific Partnership (APP) to support collaborations on high performance buildings and developments. 

APP aims to accelerate the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions across the Asia Pacific and comprises of Governments from Australia, India, China, the United States, Japan, Korea and Canada. 
The GBCA will join forces with the Property Council of Australia (PCA), who together, represent the largest property industry organisations in Australia, to manage the project.  

According to Mr Tony Arnel, Chair of the GBCA and Victorian Building and Plumbing Industry Commissioner “the mega-cities of Asia-Pacific are emerging as global economic, environmental and social flashpoints. The population of the top six of these cities will exceed the entire population of the US by 2020.” 
“One third of these people have no access to drinking water and two-thirds have no sanitation. They need urgent economic development but they must not take the path of the unsustainable lifestyle of the rich nations,” he said.  

“Sustainable building designs, technologies and practices can provide a viable alternative – in fact emission reductions will deliver economic gains in the long term by reducing energy costs.  
“With support from APP, GBCA and PCA will develop a positive role for Australia on this critical regional issue”, he said.  

The project was awarded to the GBCA by the Commonwealth Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research (DIISR) to deliver several workshops, trade shows and continuing professional development programs including programs in the World Sustainable Building Conference, SB08 in Melbourne later this year.

“This agreement also offers the GBCA the opportunity to assist the emerging Green Building Councils in India and China, as well as create templates that can be actioned elsewhere in the world” said Mr Arnel.
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Notes to Editor

Green Building Council of Australia

The Green Building Council of Australia was created in 2002. 

· It is a national not for profit organisation. 

· Its Mission is to develop a sustainable property industry for Australia and to drive the adoption of green building practices through market-based solutions. 

· Its Objective is to promote sustainable development and the transition of the property industry to implementing green building programs, technologies, design practice and operations. 

· It has developed a national suite of green building rating tools called 'Green Star’, and 

· It is a member of the World Green Building Council (www.gbcaus.org). 

Over 420 organisations are members, including federal, state and local governments. 

Green Star

· Green Star is Australia’s leading holistic environmental rating tool for buildings. 

· Green Star recognises and rewards environmental leadership in the top 25% of the market. 

· Green Star was created for the property industry to:

· Establish a common language; 

· Set a standard of measurement for green buildings; 

· Promote integrated, whole-building design; 

· Recognise environmental leadership; 

· Identify building life-cycle impacts; and

· Raise awareness of green building benefits. 

What kinds of things does Green Star reward credits for?

· Management 

Improves the adoption of sustainable development principles from project conception through to design, construction, commissioning, tuning and operation. 

· Indoor Environment Quality

Concerned with occupant wellbeing and performance by addressing the HVAC system, lighting, occupant comfort and pollutants. 

· Energy 

Credits target reduction of greenhouse emissions from building operation by addressing energy demand reduction, use efficiency, and generation from alternative sources eg solar, wind, cogeneration etc

· Transport 

Credits reward the reduction of demand for individual cars by both discouraging car commuting and encouraging use of alternative transportation. 

· Water 

Credits address reduction of potable water through efficient design of building services, water reuse and substitution with other water sources (specifically rainwater). 

· Materials 

Credits target resource consumption through material selection, reuse initiatives and efficient management practices. 

· Land Use & Ecology 

Credits address a project's impact on its immediate ecosystem, by discouraging degradation and encouraging restoration of flora and fauna. 

· Emissions 

Credits address point source pollution from buildings & building services to the atmosphere, watercourse, and local ecosystems. 

· Innovation 

Green Star seeks to reward marketplace innovation that fosters the industry's transition to sustainable building.
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