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SWIMMING POOL BARRIERS REDUCE THE RISK OF DROWNING IN BACKYARDS
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Victorian Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel today warned Victorians that the responsibility for safety barrier maintenance applies to all home-owners with a pool or spa, regardless of whether they have children living there or not.

Commissioner Arnel said with Victoria experiencing the highest average maximum temperature for the month of December, now was the time for swimming pool and spa owners to exercise vigilance in regard to water safety.

“Every private swimming pool or spa capable of containing a depth of water exceeding 300mm must have a childproof safety barrier. The importance of adequate and safe fencing around home pools and spas cannot be underestimated.” he said.

“Properly maintained safety barriers around pools are a vital measure to help secure the safety not only of the home-owners’ children, but also that of friends’ and neighbours’ children. 
“Furthermore, if you don’t comply with the regulations you risk a $5,000 fine,” he said.

Commissioner Arnel’s comments follow the recent near-drowning of a toddler in a backyard swimming pool last Saturday in Melbourne’s eastern-suburbs. 
“Drowning is the most common cause of preventable death for children under 5 years of age in Victoria. Pool fencing significantly reduces the risk of drowning, with research showing that the risk of drowning in a fenced pool is about one quarter of that of drowning in an unfenced pool.
“I cannot stress more the importance of complying with swimming pool and spa building regulations as they will help save young childrens’ lives over summer,” he said.

 “While these measures will undoubtedly save lives, it is the responsibility of swimming pool and spa homeowners to use safety barriers wisely. In addition, when children are near water, adult supervision is essential,” he said.
Safety Barrier Tips

· Maintain gates and fences regularly to ensure they function as a barrier.
· Fit correct safety measures to gates, doors and windows.

· Make sure no tree branches, pool pumps or pot plants are within a 1.2 metre radius of the safety barrier and be sure no chairs or boxes could be dragged over which children could climb to gain access to the pool or spa.

· A safety barrier is required, if you have an inflatable pool filled with water, which is deeper than 300mm and not emptied after use.

· Remove any chairs, boxes, pool pumps etc that could be used to climb the barrier to access the pool or spa.
Pool and spa regulations:
· It is law that swimming pools or spas on private residential properties in Victoria provide safety barriers to restrict access to the pool or spa.

· Swimming pools that require safety barriers include: in-ground pools, above ground pools, hot tubs, Jacuzzis and spas.

· If the value of the work exceeds $5,000 (including labour and materials) the builder must be registered as a building practitioner with the Building Practitioners Board.
· Childproof safety barriers must be completed within six months of building work starting on spas and pools.

· Any pool or spa fence, barrier, gate or door must be maintained in good working order.

· All gates and doors providing access to a pool or a spa must have self-closing and self-latching devices – even those pools and spas built before laws were introduced in 1991 to make barriers compulsory.

· It is an offence to prop open any gate or door providing access to a pool or spa.

Fines:

· Victorian building regulations introduce fines of up to $5,000, and could be imposed on a pool owner who fails to comply with the legislation.

· The Building Act 1993 contains penalties of up to $10,000 for pool owners who install a pool or spa and fail to carry out work in accordance
· Councils can issue a $200 on-the-spot fine for each breach of the regulations.

The Building Commission’s free brochure on what you need to know about swimming pool and spa safety barriers is available by contacting the Commission on (03) 9285 6400.  The brochure is also available through all local councils in Victoria.

ENDS …
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For further information contact the Building Commission on (03) 9285 6400

www.buildingcommission.com.au

