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Media Release

From the Building Commission
Sunday 26 March 2006
VIGILANCE IS KEY TO BALCONY SAFETY

Victorian Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, urged Victorian building owners to ensure the ongoing maintenance of balconies at public building venues.
Commissioner Arnel’s comments follow the collapse of a balcony at the Corio Bay Rowing Club last night, which saw 19 people taken to hospital with injuries.

“Last night’s accident is a timely reminder to all Victorian building owners to take responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of their buildings to ensure that they are safe for patrons.

“The maintenance of balconies, particularly of timber construction, should be part of an ongoing building maintenance program for all Victorian buildings. 

“It is equally important to stress to all Victorian homeowners that maintaining balconies, so that they are structurally sound, is also essential. 
“The Corio Bay balcony collapse last night could just as easily have been a tragedy at a similar-sized celebration in a residential home,” he said.
Commissioner Arnel said that while Victoria’s building regulation system is widely recognised nationally and internationally as a leading model for building control, the maintenance and up keep of buildings rests with building owners taking responsibility.  

He said if a building owner is in doubt about the structural soundness of any aspect of a building, then they should have a Council or private building surveyor carry out an inspection.

“Building Surveyors are equipped to carry out inspections of established buildings to determine their existing condition and the level of compliance with safety standards,” he said.
According to Commissioner Arnel, the Building Commission understands that the Geelong City Council and WorkSafe are investigating the cause of the collapse at the Corio Bay Rowing Club.
Commissioner Arnel said that Section 212 of the Building Act 1993 says that Councils are responsible for the enforcement and administration of the building regulations to ensure the safety of existing buildings within their municipality.
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