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Victorian building permit activity for the September 2008 quarter has been steady in Gippsland and the North Central regions.
Releasing the Building Commission’s pulse˚ statistics today, Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said building permits issued in the September 2008 quarter totalled $224.7 million in Gippsland, an 18.5 per cent increase on the same period last year, and $220.2 million in the North Central region, which is a 32.7 per cent increase on the September 2007 quarter.

“It is positive to see these regional areas recording high levels of building permit activity, especially in a period where other industries are being affected by the global economic situation,” Mr Arnel said.
“Overall, the value of Victorian building permits issued in the September 2008 quarter increased 6.7 per cent to $5.4 billion when compared to the same period in 2007.

“Metropolitan increased by 6.7 per cent to $4.3 billion and Rural increased by 6.4 per cent to $1.1 billion. However, not all regions recorded growth when compared with the September 2007 quarter, with the value of building permits issued in Outer Melbourne, the North East and North West all declining.”

By region, building permit figures for the September 2008 quarter, when compared with the same period in 2007, show:

· Inner Melbourne increased 25.6 per cent to $2,457 million 
· Outer Melbourne declined 11.2 per cent to $1,831 million

· Gippsland grew 18.5 per cent to $224.7 million

· North Central jumped 32.7 per cent to $220.2 million

· North East eased 19.5 per cent to $141.9 million

· North West decreased 9.6 per cent to $174.2 million

· South West grew 9.6 per cent to $361.0 million.

Mr Arnel said that while permit activity overall increased during the September quarter, it was anticipated that this was unlikely to continue. A predicated decline in building permit activity is likely, particularly as the local economy experiences the flow-on effects of the international financial situation,” he said.
“For the past five years the Victorian building sector, like many other robust industries throughout the State, has operated in unprecedented levels. This situation was not sustainable, particularly with the global economy experiencing its down-turn. The outlook should see building activity returns to more normal levels for the months ahead.” 
For more information on building statistics, visit the Building Commission’s pulse website at www.pulse.buildingcommission.com.au 
The Building Commission collects Victorian building information monthly from building surveyors who provide details of the building permits they issue. This media release is based on a summary of this information.

For further information, please contact Trent Carslake from the Building 

Commission on 03 9285 6335 or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au 
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