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Media Release

From the Building Commission





       24 August 2010
FRANKSTON EMERGENCY ORDER CANCELLED

The Building Commissioner has today met with the City of Frankston, who have agreed that the Emergency Order on 34 Pine Hill Drive, Frankston should be cancelled, once minor works are completed. 

Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said the recommendation was made after the Commission’s building inspections showed that the evacuation of the entire building was unnecessary.

“While there are obvious problems with this building, eight out of the ten apartments could have continued to be occupied.
“Our investigation concluded the issuing of an Emergency Order, requiring the immediate evacuation of all the apartments, was not warranted in the circumstances.

“This advice has been issued based on recommendations of experts from the Building Commission, Plumbing Industry Commission, Energy Safe Victoria and a registered engineer.

“The team visited the site over five days and inspected all apartments to gather evidence to inform this decision. I personally visited the building as well.
 “Given that the building is currently unoccupied, the Commission recommends that the owners undertake some immediate works to improve the safety of the building,” Mr Arnel said.

Examples of immediate works that could be undertaken before re-occupation include:

· All smoke detectors throughout the building to be interconnected; 
· All occupied apartments are provided with a 4.5kg portable fire extinguisher; and
· Evacuation procedure manual is produced and distributed to all occupied apartments.
“Once the Emergency Order is cancelled the focus for the owners should be getting the tenants back into their homes and making the necessary rectifications.

The Building Commission and City of Frankston call on the builder, the developer and the receiver to arrange for these works to be completed quickly so the tenants can return home.

“This was an extremely unusual situation. We are not aware of a situation prior to this where tenants of an apartment building have had to be evacuated under an Emergency Order due to a Building Surveyor report,” Mr Arnel said.
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