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Media release

From the Building Commission                                         
              12 March 2009

Community seminars for bushfire affected residents a priority for roll-out of new residential building standard

Seminars to provide information about the new residential building standard will commence on 16 March 2009 in bushfire affected areas. 
Anyone wanting to attend, is encouraged to check local newspapers or the Building Commission website for times and locations.

The new residential building standard came into effect on 11 March 2009, this means the building industry and general public need to be informed as soon as possible. 
The seminar program will be split into two sessions. The day session will provide building practitioners with information on the technical aspects of the new residential building standard. The evening session will help the general public and owner-builders gain an overall understanding of the key elements.
People affected by the recent bushfires will be guided through the building process – step by step – to help make the right decisions when rebuilding.

Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said that the new standard is designed to expedite the rebuilding of bushfire affected homes without compromising safety. 

“While there is little we can do to control the often unpredictable and devastating nature of bushfires, the new standard will help us make informed decisions that will better protect our homes and communities,” Commissioner Arnel said.

“The seminars will provide a forum for the building industry and general public to discuss the new residential building standard with industry experts to gain first hand information about the changes.”

The full schedule of workshops is attached. To register for the workshops, contact the Bushfire Building Advice Line on 1300 360 320.
Industry seminar venues and times

· South Morang - 17 March 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Plenty Ranges Arts & Convention Centre, 35 Ferres Boulevard (Blue gum room)

· Warragul - 18 March 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Warragul Arts Centre, Corner Albert & Smith Streets (Fountain room)

· Traralgon - 25 March 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Latrobe Convention Centre, 5601 Princes Highway (Conference room 2)

· Bendigo - 26 March 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Quality Resort All Seasons, 171-183 McIvor Road (Fernery room)

· Ballarat - 30 March 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Mercure Ballarat Hotel Convention Centre, 613 Main Road (Eureka ballroom)

· Shepparton - 31 March 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Shepparton Eastbank Hall, 70 Welsford Road

· Wangaratta -2 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Quality Hotel Gateway, 29-37 Ryley Street

· Dandenong -7 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, The Grand International, 139-157 Thomas Street (Cavalier room)

· Mildura - 8 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Mildura Function Centre, Mildura Recreation Reserve No.1 oval, Twelfth Street
· Horsham - 15 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Horsham Town Hall, 78 Wilson Street

· Warrnambool - 16 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Warrnambool Civic Centre, 185 Timor Street (Civic hall)

· Geelong, 20 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Mercure Hotel, Corner Gheringhap and Myers Streets (Kardinia Barwon room)

· Box Hill, 21 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 Whitehorse Road 

· (Main hall)

· Frankston, 27 April 2009, 8.30am-5.30pm, Frankston Arts Centre, Corner Young and Davey Streets (Rotary room)

· Melbourne, 29 April 2009, Mercure Hotel, 13 Spring St (Grape room)

Consumer seminar venues and times

· Alexandra, 16 March 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Stonelea Country Estate, Connelly's Creek Road
· South Morang, 17 March 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Plenty Ranges Arts & Convention Centre, 35 Ferres Boulevard (Blue gum room)

· Warragul, 18 March 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Warragul Arts Centre, Corner Albert & Smith Streets (Fountain room)
· Traralgon, 25 March 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Latrobe Convention Centre, 5601 Princes Highway (Conference room 2)
· Bendigo, 26 March 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Quality Resort All Seasons, 171-183 McIvor Road (Fernery room)
· Ballarat, 30 March 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Mercure Ballarat Hotel Convention Centre, 613 Main Road (Eureka ballroom)
· Shepparton, 31 March 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Shepparton Eastbank Hall, 70 Welsford Road

· Wangaratta, 2 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Quality Hotel Gateway, 29-37 Ryley Street

· Dandenong, 7 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, The Grand International, 139-157 Thomas Street (Cavalier room)
· Horsham, 15 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Horsham Town Hall, 78 Wilson Street

· Warrnambool, 16 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Warrnambool Civic Centre, 185 Timor Street (Civic hall)
· Yarra Glen, 21 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Yarra Valley Conference Centre, 2164 Melba Highway Dixons Creek (via Yarra Glen)
· Whittlesea, 23 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Whitehaven Reception, Corner Glenburnie & Wallan Roads
· Kilmore, 27 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Kilmore Racing Club, East Street
· Diamond Creek, 28 April 2009, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Ashton Manor, 49-55 Main Street
· Ferntree Gully, 29 April 2009, 6.30-8.30pm, Ferntree Gully Motel, 1132 Burwood Highway

ENDS

For further information contact Anne Pavey, Building Commission on 9285 6474 or   0414 394 561, www.buildingcommission.com.au

