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Media Statement
From the Building Commission
        Thursday 3 April 2008
BUILDING MAINTENANCE ESSENTIAL FOR SAFETY 
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Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, has issued a warning to home and building owners to regularly maintain their walls and fences, following the tragic death of a woman in her 60s from a falling wall, which collapsed in high winds in Melbourne yesterday.  
While tragic accidents, such as yesterday, are an uncommon occurrence, it should be a reminder to all home and building owners to undertake regular maintenance of all building work, including walls, and fences,” said Mr Arnel. 

“Homeowners should look for cracked bricks and crumbling mortar, rotting timber or rust as these may indicate the need for repair work.
Any wall or fence has the potential, if not appropriately maintained, to fail at some stage.
“If you are in any doubt about the structural stability of a wall or the integrity of bricks and mortar, steel or wood, you should have the structure inspected by a registered building practitioner, such as a structural engineer,” he said.  

Victoria’s Building Regulations 2006 are in place to protect the health and safety of Victorians.

Under the Building Act 1993, local councils have a responsibility for the enforcement of building safety in their area, including the power to inspect and investigate local buildings to ensure that they are safe for the occupants. 
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