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Media Statement
From the Building Commission
        Monday 2 October 2006
FIRE SAFETY MEASURES COMPULSORY IN ALL RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS 
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Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, has issued a reminder to owners of accommodation buildings to ensure appropriate fire safety measures are maintained, following the tragic death of two people in a fire in Brunswick yesterday.  
“While the exact details of the fire are still unknown, it is an important reminder to building owners that they have an obligation to ensure that safety measures are maintained and operate satisfactorily. 

“In a situation such as this, appropriately located hardwired smoke alarms, correct fire separation, emergency lights and/or exit signs could prevent loss of life,” he said. 
Mr Arnel said fire safety measures in accommodation buildings had been enhanced with the Building Regulations 2006 and, in larger accommodation buildings, hardwired smoke alarms and, in some cases, sprinklers are required. 

“The post-incident analysis report from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade will provide us with more information on the incident, however, this tragic event further highlights the importance of compulsory, appropriately positioned, working smoke alarms in every residential building,” Mr Arnel said.
Building owners requiring further information on the requirements for smoke alarms and sprinkler systems in residential buildings, can seek advice from a consultant building surveyor, or contact the Building Commission’s Technical Enquiries line on 1300 360 380.    
Ends …
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