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Media response
From the Building Commission 
19 August 2010

PINE HILL DRIVE, FRANKSTON – EMERGENCY ORDER
This is a highly unusual situation – the Commission is unaware of a situation where tenants of an apartment building have had to be evacuated under an emergency order due to a Building Surveyor report. 
While the Building Commission has not received formal notification from the City of Frankston they have responded to our requests for information and documentation. 

While the Commission cannot comment on this specific case, it is possible to confirm that the private building surveyor concerned is the subject of an on-going investigation by the Commission.
Building Commission technical experts will be at the Pine Hill Drive building today, gathering further evidence. 

An investigation into the builder has now commenced.  

Building Commission investigations are conducted in the same format as a police investigation with evidence gathered, analysed and if breaches of the Regulations or offences against the Building Act 1993 are identified, a brief of evidence is prepared for presentation to the Building Practitioners Board and/or the Magistrates’ Court.

The Building Commission takes seriously matters of registered building practitioner conduct and their ability to practice. 
The vast majority of Victoria’s 24,000 registered building practitioners do the right thing but in instances where misconduct is proven the practitioner faces sanctions including de-registration, orders to rectify defects and substantial fines.

ENDS
For further information, please contact Chelsea Toomey, Marketing and Public Relations Officer, Building Commission on 0414 394 561.
 


