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Saving water is high on the community’s agenda.

Plumbers are installing more rainwater tanks than ever before and most Victorians want to know what more they can do to reduce water use.

Installing a rainwater tank for toilet flushing is just one way to save on drinking water. For installation of a rainwater tank, always use a licensed plumber. It is also worth visiting  www.pic.vic.gov.au for technical information on rainwater tanks, cold water plumbing, hot water plumbing and grey and recycled water. 

But there are many other ways to save water. One campaign that’s finding solutions is PlumbSmarter – an initiative that has gone directly to Victorian plumbers for their ideas to help Victorians save water.

Over 600 suggestions from plumbers on how to change industry practices, products and regulations to save energy and water, have been grouped into eight areas for action.

Ideas range from cutting the high amount of water used in the weekly testing of automatic fire sprinkler systems in buildings, to creating new sustainability products and offsetting everyday water loss from swimming pools. Did you know that Victorian pool owners could capture 1.75 billion litres of rainwater for their swimming pools each year instead of using precious water stores from the mains water supply? This is just one opportunity that PlumbSmarter has identified.

The Plumbing Industry Commission and the PlumbSmarter team will pursue the eight opportunities with representatives from government, education, product supplies, retail outlets and the plumbing industry. From here, PlumbSmarter will implement the water and energy saving opportunities that have gained the support of Government and, importantly, Victoria’s plumbers.

In the meantime, the following tips will help you save water during summer:

· Have a plumber install water-saving fittings to taps

· Mulch your garden to restrict water evaporation

· Get a plumber to install a dual-flush toilet, if still have a single flush system

· Have a plumber fix dripping taps

· Only run your dishwasher and washing machine when full

· Install a shower timer – a four-minute shower is ample

· Ask your plumber for further advice on recycling water or using water more wisely or visit www.pic.vic.gov.au  

For information on the PlumbSmarter campaign, visit www.plumbsmarter.vic.gov.au
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