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PRIVATE BUSHFIRE SHELTER ACCREDITATION UPDATE
The Building Commission today confirmed that a private bushfire shelter has been

accredited for use on sites assessed up to and including the highest bushfire attack level,

BAL-FZ.
The Building Commission, in association with the Building Regulations Advisory Committee (BRAC) and an independent expert panel, has worked closely with the manufacturer to achieve accreditation for the shelter for use on sites assessed as BAL-FZ or lower. 

Deputy Building Commissioner Sarah McCann-Bartlett said that everyone involved has worked as swiftly as possible while maintaining full attention to the complex safety issues associated with private bushfire shelters. 

“This shelter has been designed to withstand all bushfire conditions, including flame contact,” Ms McCann-Bartlett said. 
Currently there is no National Standard for the design and construction of private bushfire shelters. The Australian Building Codes Board is currently preparing such a Standard, however this will not be ready for take up by the States until May 2010.

The Victorian Government recently regulated private bushfire shelters. The Regulations came into operation on 11 November 2009. The effect of the Regulations is that a building permit is required to install or construct a private bushfire shelter.

Ms McCann-Bartlett said the Building Commission ran a seminar program for consumers and practitioners in December 2009 regarding bushfire shelters.
The Commission also ran two forums in November 2009 to advise and inform private bushfire manufacturers of the new requirements.

“We made contact with more than 34 bushfire shelter manufacturers Australia-wide and as a result of the forums, some other manufacturers are also working to achieve accreditation for their product.”

An accreditation by BRAC or a determination of the Building Appeals Board (BAB) means that the building surveyor must issue a building permit for that shelter.  
The accreditation process for private bushfire shelters requires manufacturers to provide BRAC with detailed plans and analysis of their products.  Once a private bushfire shelter is accredited, a building surveyor cannot refuse to approve building work on the basis of the shelter design or construction is unsatisfactory if it complies with the accreditation. 

However, private bushfire shelters may also require a planning permit or other approvals, so it is important residents check with their local council.  

Ms McCann-Bartlett said that although we now have a private bushfire shelter available it is important to remember that shelters are to be used as a place of last resort.

“Leaving early is the only way to ensure your safety,” Ms McCann-Bartlett said. 

“Everyone should heed the CFA’s Prepare Act Survive message and have a Bushfire Survival Plan prepared.”
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